University of South Florida

Scholar Commons
Newspaper collection

The Weekly Challenger

2006-03-23

The Weekly Challenger : 2006 : 03 : 23
The Weekly Challenger, et al

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarcommons.usf.edu/challenger

Recommended Citation
The Weekly Challenger, et al, "The Weekly Challenger : 2006 : 03 : 23" (2006). Newspaper collection. 975.
https://scholarcommons.usf.edu/challenger/975

This is brought to you for free and open access by the The Weekly Challenger at Scholar Commons. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Newspaper collection by an authorized administrator of Scholar Commons. For more
information, please contact scholarcommons@usf.edu.

Presort Std
U.S. Postage
PAID

WE BELIEVE
IN PEOPLE

Permit #2271
St. Petersburg, FL

We Value Diversity. We Value Education. We Value History.
MARCH 23, 2006

VOLUME 38 NUMBER 29

Local Sickle Cell Chapter
Enjoys An Evening of Jazz

Faith and Action for
Strength Together
Spoke, and People
Listened

By Blanche L. Ganey, Editor
The annual sickle cell dinner and
extravaganza, sponsored by the Sickle
Cell Disease Association of America, St.
Petersburg chapter, Inc, and co-sponsored
by the City of St., Petersburg, was held
Sunday at the downtown Hilton. The
emcee for the evening was Dr. Fredric
Guerrier. Not only was the event a
worthy cause, enlightening the attendees
On the sickle cell disease, it also proved
to be an outstanding social event with
good food and dancing. The elegantly
dressed guests enjoyed the music of
Cleo Heart and other talented musicians
and vocalists.
This spectacular annual event
requires the attention of many hard
working individuals to make the
evening a success. Signora Farris, the
dinner and jazz extravaganza chairperson,
and co-chair Alverdean Robinson are
two of those dedicated members who do
(whatever is needed to support this
worthy cause.
Ethel L. Johnson, owner of the
Weekly Challenger newspaper, was
recognized for the newspapers support
Of sickle cell. Murph commended Mrs.
Johnson and the Weekly Challenger for
doing what it could to raise awareness
about this crippling and sometimes fatal
disease, “The Challenger has always
been there for us and done what it could
to make others aware of sickle cell and

we thank you.”
Mary Murph, chapter founder and
president, recognized several firemen

Photo by Christopher Johnston

Fr. Joe Diaz hands raised in praise
while other clergy look on

By Blanche L. Ganey, Editor
The backed up traffic and lines to enter the
Pasadena Community United Methodist Church
was an indication of the excitement and importance
of the night. There were over 29 congregations
represented Monday night from all over the county
It was a diverse crowd. It was interesting to hear the
proposals read in English and Spanish and to hear
the prayers of other congregants signifying a unity

Faith

Emcee for the evening, Dr. Fredric Guerrier, and Founder/President of local chapter, Mary Murph
who were instrumental in the boot drive
raising over $4,000 for sickle cell.
These men and women stand'OtT comers
and intersections, boot in hand, collect
ing money. These devoted and concerned
firemen were in attendance to accept

their well earned award. Mila S. Holmes
was recognized as the board member of
the year and Dr. Kenneth Bryant
received the health award for his zeal in
promoting healthy lives.
Joshua Wimbley, a fourth grade

continued on pg. 2

Lester Makes NASCAR History; Kahne Wins
77?<? Associated Press

Bill Lester, NASCAR driver (AP)

HAMPTON, Ga. - Bill Lester was proud of his
accomplishment, though a little embarrassed by all the
attention.
“I’m looking forward to when it’s about racing instead of
race,” he said.
Lester became the first black driver to compete
in NASCAR’s top series since Willy T. Ribbs in 1986,
finishing six laps off the pace in 38th place Monday at the
Golden Corral 500, won by Kasey Kahne. The 45-year-old
Lester, a regular in NASCAR's Craftsman Truck Series since
2002, accomplished one of his stated goals, avoiding a crash
and racing to the end of the 500-mile race,
postponed on Sunday because of rain.
“It was a very significant learning experience for me,”
Lester said. “It was fun to be out there with them. This is just
the beginning and we have two more (Nextel Cup) races to
go. I got a late start in my career and I’m trying to catch up as

Sheriff Coats Speaks
at The Monthly
NAACP Meeting

student at Fairmount Park Elementary
School, and sufferer of sickle cell
attended the event with his mother,
Lavette Wimbley. Joshua is just one of
many children afflicted with the painful
disease. About 1,000 American babies

Sickle Cell

By MIKE HARRIS

continued on pg. 12

quick as I can.” Lester said he hopes he earned some respect
from the other Cup drivers.
“I was able to bring it home in one piece and able to build
up my database of knowledge,” he said. “There were some
opportunities for me to take some chances and I could have
gotten in the way. But I’m not trying to do that.”
Lester, scheduled to drive two more Cup races this year at Michigan International Speedway in June and California
Speedway in September - said, “I’m eager. I can’t hardly wait
until June.” Asked who he was representing on,the racetrack,
the smile Lester had been wearing since the end of the race
disappeared.
“I represented myself,” he said. “I’m doing this for myself
and for my family.”
“I’m glad so many people, especially from the minority
community, have taken note of what it is I’m doing, but I
drive for Bill Lester. At the end of the day, if it wasn’t for my
self belief, I wouldn’t be here.”

NAACP President, Trenia Cox, Sheriff Coats
and Secretary, Linda Hardaway-Watkins

By Blanche L. Ganey, Editor
NAACP members, concerned citizens as well as
some city officials, Chief of Police Chuck Harmon
and Asst. Chief Luke Williams gathered in the
NAACP headquarters Tuesday night to learn what
boot camps are all about. Harry Harvey, 1st Vice
President of the St. Petersburg NAACP chapter,
gave a brief overview of why the NAACP had
invited Coats and other members of his staff to
discuss the Pinellas boot camp and the effectiveness
of all of the camps.
Sheriff Coats acknowledged and agreed that the
boot camp system is not perfect, “We need concerned
citizens such as you who can give some input into
this system.” He also stated that the recidivism rate
of the youth offenders is 83%. According to coats
since 1993, 607 of the 740 youths that have gone
through the program have reoffended. This return to

Sheriff continued on pg. 3
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MIDTOWN NEWS
Florida Commissioner of Education,
John Winn, Visits Sanderlin
Elementary

st-petersburg
Badcock Furniture • 2200 Dr.
MLK Jr. St. S. • During renova
tions this spring, the store will
remain open to serve the commu
nity. • Now hiring! Badcock is
seeking a sales associate • Call
727-822-3741 or visit the store to
complete an application today.

Sanderlin anchors, Joe Teique and Kenora
Finney doing the morning school broadcast.
Principal Dr. Miller in the background.

Commissioner Winn accepts greetings from
students (I-r) Peter Barlow, Rose
Wannemacher and Julia Barlow.
By Blanche L. Ganey, Editor
A partnership program with the Bahamas is
being developed between Sanderlin Elementary and
Woodcock Elementary located in the Bahamas. The
exchange was dramatized Monday when Florida
Commissioner of Education, John Winn, visited
Sanderlin to present Sanderlin with a podcast created
by the Bahamas school. Commissioner Winn, along
with an energetic and animated principal , Dr. Denise
Miller participated in the school’s morning news,
visited the schools United Nation’s Kids program,
and interviewed children at the school.
The upbeat and informative morning news
program was anchored by Joe Teique and Kenora
Finney. Both of these young people were poised and
articulate as they delivered the events of the day on
camera. A more amazing fact is that a lot of the
broadcast was done in Spanish.
Dr. Miller escorted Commissioner Winn
around the school where he was able to speak with
many of the students as he moved from one center to
the next asking questions about the school and
about the partnership with the sister school in the
Bahamas. The Sanderlin student ambassadors Peter
and Julia Barlow and Rose Wannemacher appeared
to be well versed ih the workings of the school and
were anxious to share their thoughts with the
commissioner.
The Partnership with the Bahamas is part of
a Global Florida program. “The Commonwealth of
the Bahamas is one of Florida’s most vital trade
partners and a great asset to our growing economy,”

Sickle Cell

& 7th Ave. N.E. • Fri. 3 to 9 p.m.; Sat.
10 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Sun. 11 a.m. to 6
p.m. • Features cultural displays, ethnic
foods, and continuous entertainment.

Mar. 25 • Dalifest 2006 • A
Community Celebration • Salvador

T- Shirt University • 1566 16th
St. S. • Screen printing, photos
and designs on t-shirts for your
special events, groups, organiza
tions, family reunions, RIPs, etc.
All colors and sizes, fast turn
around, no quantities too small or
large • Call 727-898-5850.

Dali Museum & Poynter Park • 1000 3rd
St. S. • 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. • Outdoor
festival features a magician, four of the
best local bands, food and beverages.
Free for festival, special reduced muse
um admission is $7 for adults • Free for
children under 12 • 727-823-3767.

Midtown Seafood and Grille •
2400 Dr. MLK Jr. St. S., Suite B •
Serves delicious seafood! Menu
items include fish sandwiches,
grouper, flounder, whiting, tilapia
and mullet. “Just shrimp” and
shrimp & fish dinners, your choice
of blackened, fried or sauteed
seafood, burgers, hot dogs,
wings, salads and sides are also
available. Don’t forget Auntie’s
Sweets (cakes, brownies and
sweet potato pies).

Sunken Gardens • 1825 4th St. N. •
Sat. 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; Sun. noon to
4:30 p.m. • Call 727-551-3100.

Mar. 25 & 26 • Butterfly Festival •

Principal Dr. Denise Miller with some
student ambassadors prepares to greet
Commissioner Winn.
said Governor Jeb Bush. “However, our state’s
relationship with the Bahamas is not limited to trade.
Through Classroom Connections, we will link
students in Florida with students in the Bahamas and
nations around the globe, providing an interesting
and interactive opportunity to learn more about the
geography, history and customs of other countries.”
James B. Sanderlin Elementary, located at 2350
22nd Ave. So., is in its second phase toward autho
rization as an International Baccalaureate Primary
Years Programme (PYP). The curriculum combines
international teaching and learning practices and the
program emphasizes global perspectives connecting
the child with the world. For more information contact
Rebecca Caudill at (727) 552-1700.

from front page

are bom with sickle cell disease every year. In Ameri
ca, about one in ten African-Americans and one in two
hundred Caucasians have sickle cell trait. According
to Joshua’s mother, he misses a lot of school and
opportunities to be on Honor Roll or Principal’s list
due to his illness. Just recently, Joshua had to discon
tinue physical education at school because of numer
ous hospitalizations and diagnosis of high blood pres
sure. A person who has sickle cell disease can be a vic
tim of what is known as a sickle cell pain episode (cri
sis). Joshua’s mother and father, Jeffrey Wimbley,
both have the Sickle Cell trait. Joshua’s 13-year old
sister is a trait carrier like her parents but does not have
the disease. Joshua’s 17-year old brother has the Sick
le Cell disease and also struggles with crisis.
Joshua has applied to be a poster child in the St.
Petersburg Chapter of the Sickle Cell Disease Associa
tion of America. If he is awarded an opportunity to be

Mar. 24 to 26 • SPIFFS 31st Annual
Folk Fair • Vinoy Park • Bayshore Dr.

in the finalists, his application will be sent on to the
state and from there to the nationals. Joshua’s story
will be used to continue to educate the public about
Sickle Cell disease and to distinguish it from the trait.
Mary Murph shared that condolences from the
chapter were extended to the family of 14-year old
Martin Anderson, the young man who died after being
beaten in the Bay County boot camp here in Florida.
She continued to expound that though Martin’s death
was tragic it was still unfortunate that an incorrect
diagnosis of sickle cell disease trait was given as the
cause of death. She urged the community to become
more aware of the differences in Sickle Cell Disease
and the trait. For more information caU (727) 896-2355.
Contributor to this story Shirley Scott

Joshua Wimbley poster child
applicant and his mother,
Lavette Wimbley

Firemen who orchestrated the boot drive
and raised over $4,000 for sickle cell in 2005

Ella’s Alterations • 1742 Central
Ave. • Offers tailoring and alter
ations, designs and makes
garments such as suits, dresses,
skirts, trousers, wedding gowns,
and other clothing. Alters clothing
to fit individual customers, repairs
garments, replaces damaged
garment parts such as pockets
and offers related services. Also
provides a select consignment
boutique • Call 727-821 -0710.
Fat Cat Ribs & Soul Food •
Family-owned business located at
2400 Central Ave. • Serves lunch
and dinner — barbecue chicken,
chopped pork, beef, brisket, ribs,
Georgia red rice, collard greens,
pound cake, etc • Call 727-3225330. Closed on Mondays.
You’ll find soul food at the newly
opened Park Place Eatery •
Corner of 31 st St. & 18th Ave. S.
• The restaurant is owned by
Roger Woods and specializes in
soul food. Daily specials. Hours
are Monday to Saturday 10 a.m.
to 9 p.m. and Sunday 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. • For call-in orders,
727-327-0218.
Uncle Dea Family Restaurant •
Home of Uncle Dea BBQ Sauce
• 1143 28th St. S. • Specializes in
breakfast and lunch delights in
addition to its famous ox tail
plates on Wednesdays, seafood
gumbo on Fridays and its famous
homemade banana pudding.
Open Monday through Saturday
• Call 727-323-3898 for the
special of the day.

st.petersburg
www.stpete.opg

Nlar. 30 • Senior Free Fest •
Coliseum * 535 4th Ave. N. • 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. • Free health screenings, arts
and crafts, door prizes, entertainment,
food and more • Call 727-892-5202.

Mar. 31 • Oat Downtown / Grand
Prix Fast Friday • Street Party on
Central Ave. from 2nd to 3rd St. • 5:30
to 10 p.m. • Live music by On Que
Players • Free • Call 727-393-3597.
Mar. 31 to Apr. 2 • 2006 Honda
Grand Prix Of St. Petersburg •
Indy Racing League Series street-circuit
race along a 14 turn, 1.8 mile temporary
track downtown • www.gpstpete.com
or 727-824-7223.

Apr. 1 • Pioneer Jamboree •
Pinellas Pioneer Settlement • 2900 31st
St. S. • 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. • Features old
fashioned fun, food, clothing, music,
authentic pioneer sawmill, blacksmith
shop, and furnished 19th century home.
• Free • Call 727-893-7326.

Apr. 2 • Music Fest On The Water •
The Pier ♦ 800 2nd Ave. N.E. • 1 to
4 p.m. • Live music in the courtyard by
Tuf Luck • Free • Call 727-821-6443.

Apr. 5 to May 7 • American Stage In
The Park Presents Crowns: Portraits
of Black Women In Church Hats.
Demens Landing Park • 1 st Ave. S. &
Tampa Bay • After 20 yeare of produc
ing Shakespeare at Demens Landing,
American Stage kicks off a new tradi
tion in the park with Crowns, Regina
Taylor’s soul-stirring, hip-swaying
musical • Tickets $13 to $25 • Free
general admission tickets for children
under 13 • Call 727-823-PLAY.

Apr. 8 • Saturday Morning Market •
Central Ave. from 1 st to 2nd St. •
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. • European-style open
air market featuring fresh produce,
prepared foods, gourmet baked goods,
greenery, handcrafted gifts & housewares, local artists and live music •
www.saturdaymorningmarket.com or
727-455-4921.

Economic Development
Continuing The Progress

MIDTOWN NEWS continued
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THE
ART
OF LIVIN'
Norman E. Jones II

Women Of Jazz Performed
At The Palladium
Rose Bilal, founder of Jazztorian, Inc on left and
musician Stephanie Roberts

Poet and emcee for the evening, Arbra
Tawwab

Last Sunday was the place to be if you wanted to be enlightened,
educated and entertained. The Palladium hosted the initial of many
sessions of “Women of Jazz”. The event drew nearly 500 jazz fans
to the historic Palladium on the northern edge of St. Petersburg’s
downtown community.
Seven local female vocalists shared their singing talents for over
three hours with the diverse group of jazz lovers. Singers included
Diane Linscott, Sandy Santango, Lorri Hafer, Denise Moore, Kate
Hefnerand Rose Bilal. Each vocalist sang at least five songs. The
Lynne Arriale Trio provided the music for Bilal and ended the pro
gram with a mini-concert of original and recognized jazz tunes. A
family emergency prevented local favorite, Belinda Womack from
performing.
'
Poet, Arbra Tawwab, served as Master of Ceremonies for the
affair. She was very animated and engaging as she interspersed her
original poetry with her duties of steering the evening.
Jazztorian, Inc, a Tampa Bay area non-profit organization
presented the program. Jazztorian, Inc was founded through the
efforts of Rose Bilal. Bilal is well known throughout the Tampa Bay

area. She is a seasoned sinker, accomplished actress, and published
writer and inspiring motivational speaker. She works hard'to bring
her many messages to audiences of all .races and ages . She performs
at nursing homes and elementary schools as well as on stages of
several local and national venues. “We are fortunate to have so much
musical talent in the area,” said Bilal.
The mission of Jazztorian, Inc, is to promote pride in American’s
history by preserving the true- art of jazz; as a rare and national
treasure; spread the message of importance of jazz through stage
performances; workshops, and seminars, integrate the historical
significance of jazz into public schools, college/universities, corporate
cultural programs, senior citizens groups, the penal system, and to
establish the value of learning about .the genius inherent in jazz
which can promote the study of mathematics.
The Palladium Theater is located on the northwest comer of Fifth
Avenue and Third Street, iNorth. It has a tradition of welcoming
everyone through its dooH and keeping the ticket prices at family
affordable rates. The theatre J with two floors of seating, is a comfortable
venue for stage performances.

GET READY! GET READY! GET READY!
2006 DELTA PRAYER BREAKFAST

If You Were Impacted by
Hurricane Katrina or Rita,
You May be Eligible for Help from FEMA.

The deadline to register for
Selah - Mt Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church Choir, Rev. Louis Murphy, Senior, Pastor
SELAH, the One Hundred Voice
Women’s Choir of Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church will provide the
song service for the 2006 Delta Sigma
Theta Sonority’s 7th Annual Prayer Breakfast.
The choir is under the direction of Minister
H.B. Samuels. Rev. Louis Murphy is the
Senior pastor of the church.
The breakfast will be held at the
beautiful downtown St. Petersburg Hilton

on Saturday May 20,2006 at 8:30 a.m. The
proceeds from this event will -provide
scholarships for youth in the community to
attend colleges of their choice and support
other Delta community service projects.
The speaker for this occasion is Bishop
Thomas Weeks, III, noted author, interna
tional minister, and workshop leader. Some
of his works include Teach Me How To
Love You and As Your Soul Prospers.

Bishop Weeks is the father of one daughter,
Sydnie and the husband of Prophetess Dr.
Juanita Bynum Weeks.
The cost of this event is $35.00 and
tickets can be purchased from any member
of the Sorority or by calling 727 867 6358 .
This year’s event is chaired by Dr. Yvonne
Williams, and co-Chaired by Armetha
Williams. Sharon Wilson is chapter presi
dent.

There are a number of disaster programs for which you
may be eligible. The programs include: temporary
housing assistance, replacement grants for serious
disaster related needs and home repair not covered by
private insurance, or other assistance programs including
low-interest disaster loans through the U.S. Small
Business Administration. You do not need to complete a

Sheriff from front page
old behavior and way of life is a concern for
many juveniles leaving the program. “Many
of the juveniles do not want to leave the
program because the lifestyle that they are
forced to return to is usually one of crime and
drugs,” said Coats.
The Florida boot camp systefn came into
effect in 1993. Currently there are three
counties with operating boot camps: Mana
tee, Pinellas and Polk. Sheriff Coats says the
Pinellas camp has not had any of the prob
lems that have been reported in other camps.
He says the type of discipline used in the
Pinellas camp is different. The Pinellas camp
does not use tasers or ammonia capsules as
was reported in the bay county incidence
where Martin Anderson died.
“What we have learned is that the boot
camp system is lacking the needed aftercare
program that would help juveniles move back
into their homes and lifestyles,” said Coats.

FEMA assistance is April 10,2006.

Martin County’s boot'camp is considered
among the best. Its success had less to do
with the hands-on discipline that define l boot
camps and more with the educational and
aftercare components that help youths return
to society.
A concerned citizen asked Coats if there
pould be more community involvement in the
day to day operations of the boot camps.
Coats agreed that the community involvement
would be a plus to the system. Someone else
asked if the Sheriffs ever got together to
discuss the Successes and failures of the
camps. Coats said they hadn’t in the past but
now that a life has been lost they are meeting.
Is there a trade School available td these kids
when they leave the camps was another'
question. Sheriff Coats says there is a partner
ship with Home Builders Institute called Pro
ject Craft that is enrolling kids to help them
earn their G.E.D. and learn a trade.

Project CRAFT (Community, Restitution,
Apprenticeship-Focused Training) is a
program of the home builders institute, the
workforce development arm of the national
association of home builders. It is funded by
the Florida Department of Juvenile Justice.
The program offers industry-sponsored and
validated construction trades and related
skills training and job placement to adjudicated
youth. Currently there are’ thirteen children
enrolled in the twenty capacity program.
These children spend half a day doing
academics and the other half on vocational
training. The Pinellas Project CRAFT does
carpentry and landscaping training. Accord
ing to Tom Gorman, EducationalSpecialist,
discipline is not a problem? “Attendance is a
problem. Some of the students just decide
they don’t want to participate.” Once these
children complete the program Gorman is
charged with finding them employment.^*)-

loan application (with the SBA to be considered for
FEMA’s temporary housing assistance or funds
for certain other disaster related needs you may have.
Call FEMA to register or go online
1-800-621 -FEMA (6:00 a.m. - Midnight daily EST)
TTY 1-800-462-7585
http://www.fema.gov
Multilingual operators are available
Disaster recovery assistance is available without regard to race, color, sex,
religion, nation^ origin, age, disability, or economic status.
Ifyou or someone
has been discriminated against, you should call
FEMA at 800-62$?!^ or contact your State Office ofEqual Rights.
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WASHINGTON
- “Black up
some white folks
and they could
deceive a resident
of Benin,” George
S. Schuyler dryly
observed in “Black
No More,” his
classic satire of
By Jabari Asim
race relations.
Schuyler, who
began hurling rhetorical brickbats during
the Harlem Renaissance, continued tossing
them almost until his death in 1977. An
expert at poking holes in all manner of
American obsessions, he used his novel to
expose the flimsiness of our ideas about
physical differences between blacks and
whites.
“When you consider that less than 20
percent of our Negroes are, without
Caucasian ancestry and that close to 30
percent have American Indian ancestry,”
he argued, “there cannot be the' wide
difference in Caucasian and AfroAmerican facial characteristics that most
people imagine.”
Schuyler came up with his estimates
long before such things as DNA testing, so
I can’t vouch for his numbers. But I see his
point. It makes me wonder what he would
make of stunts such as “Black. White.”,
the miniseries currently airing on FX.
In the six-episode series, a black fam
ily, the Starks, trade racial identities with a
white family, the Wurgel-Marcotullis.
After “Trading Places” and “Trading
Spouses,” reality-TV programmers may
very well be running out of ideas.
Some critics have raved over the
transformations both families endured, but
I can’t see them fooling any residents of
the African country of Benin. To my jaded
eyes they look no more convincing than
those odd-looking folks ih the famous
"race" issue of Colors magazine. In a
much-discussed photo feature called
“What If,” the editors used digital tricks to
paint Arnold Schwarzenegger brown,
Spike Lee white, as part of a package of
celebrity makeovers. The issue, while
puckishly designed, also. asked serious,
provocative questions: “What is the differ
ence between black, white and in between?
We know everyone's blood looks the same.
But what about hair, eyes, noses and earwax? Why do people have painful surgery
to look more ‘white’?”
“Black. White.” seldom digs as deep.
While the cast members’ makeovers
seem to work when they meet unsuspect

ing folks on the street, those encounters
often risk perpetuating stereotypes instead
of eliminating them. What's more, rather
than forcing us to confront our own mis
perceptions, the show lets us off the hook
by allowing us to pass judgment on the
unsuspecting people whose prejudices are
brought to light. Viewers can take comfort
from being party to the deception.
In contrast, the Wooster Group, a New
York experimental theater troupe, makes
no attempt to fool anyone. Their revival of
Eugene O’Neill’s “The Emperor Jones,”
about a black American railroad porter
who becomes the dictator of a fictional
island nation, features a Caucasian actress
in the title role. In blackface.
The show is going over well among
the artsy Lower East Side crowd, a bunch
not likely to include many black faces.
Real ones, I mean.
One New York reviewer called the
lead performance “riveting, haunting, alto
gether astonishing.” I haven't seen the
play. I have only seen a photograph of the
central character ingloriously splashed
across a newspaper page, cavorting in all
her burnt-cork exuberance. Of course, the
picture can't provide the context necessary
to appreciate the merits of her perfor
mance, but as a snapshot it looks lurid,
nightmarish and altogether revolting.
When compared with the subtle, unthreat
ening shape-shifting made possible by
Hollywood latex or digital photography, a
thick slather of shoe polish achieves only a
decidedly stomach-churning effect.
There’s too much history in those lay
ers of lampblack, a coating no performer
can put on without conjuring up the ghosts
of minstrels long gone, from Jim Crow and
Zip Coon to Bert Williams and Al Jolson.
The very first minstrel show probably
occurred in 1843, in New York City.
Within a year it became the most popular
form of live entertainment in America. In
his book “Blackface, White Noise: Jewish
Immigrants in the Hollywood Melting
Pot,” Michael Rogin, notes that “blackface
provided the new country (the United
States in the 1800s) with a distinctive
national identity in the age of slavery.”
Because I know the Wooster Group
knows all that, I figure that its decision to
cast a white woman as a garish caricature
of a black man derives from some ironic
sensibility far more sophisticated than my
own. To illuminate that sensibility would
probably require a contrarian wit on the
level of George Schuyler. Who knows, I
might have to go all the way to Benin for
that.

The parents sat
quietly listen
ing as the third
grade teacher
explained
in
detail the course
work our chil
dren would be
assigned and
how it complied
Joseph C.
with all of the
Phillips
state and federal
regulations. A
mother raised her hand and asked what
the teacher was doing outside of the gov
ernment curriculum to reach the children.
The teacher’s eyes rolled into the back of
her head. It was truly fascinating to see.
She dropped her jaw and this bright and
articulate woman began babbling like a
mental patient. The fact, was that after
fulfilling all the government dictates,
there was precious little time left for
creative teaching.
From the curriculum lessons to how
teachers must set up seating in the class
room, bureaucrats and politicians are
increasingly directing everything that

Such. suggestions raise the ire of
politicians and special interests. They
charge that any change will destroy the
public school'system and that if only we
would commit to our young people by
spending more money. If spending is the
measure of our commitment to education
then we are more than committed, we
are downright dedicated. We currently
spend more: money on education’ than we
invest on defense. Alas, more money
does not mean more results.
Per pupil spending is three times
higher today than it was 40 years ago,
pupil to teacher ratio is 40% lower and
yet reading scores have remained
unchanged. Resources are certainly a
factor in education, however the greater
factor in successful education is how
effective available resources are spent.
Businesses are cost effective when they
have the proper incentive. Funding
education from the bottom up as
opposed to the top down ^choice — will
provide the education business' with
such an incentive.
.
To rethink the public education
framework is not to advocate an end to

goes

publicly funded schools, it is to ask the

on

in

the

classrooms.

In

some

cities^ teachers are even told how they
must decorate their bulletin boards. AU
of this micromanaging is of course
driven by the realization that our public
school system has been failing.
Education is an industry supporting
millions of workers: teachers, office
personnel, janitorial workers, food
service staff and others. School districts
like Lqs Angeles Unified have budgets
in the multi-billions of dollars.
Education is big business! However,
unlike other big businesses, the business
of education remains accountable not to
the consumer - parents and students —
but to the bureaucrats and politicians
that write the checks and continue to
churn out mandates.
One tenet of the business world is
when the consumer has no power, business
has no incentive to operate efficiently or
effectively. High dropout rates, poor
reading skills, math and science test
scores that hover near the bottom
internationally and millions of wasted
dollars annually prove the business of
education is not exempt. It also suggests
it is time to empower the education
consumer, which necessarily requires
that we rethink our notions of public
education.

question: Does public education simply
mean the brick and mortar structures
that cater to children in a particular zip
code? Or should it mean using public
dollars to educate children in schools
that do the best jdb, whether those
schools are in the basement °f a church
or the basement of a home? It should
also mean empowering the consumer by
putting choice not'in the hands of gov
ernment, but in the hands of parents
where it properly belongs.
So long as our schools remain
accountable only to politicians, children
will continue to suffer when ill political
winds blow from,Washington. A good
public education system makes our
nation stronger and more productive.
Choice strengthens public education
because it requires schools, like other
businesses, to please the consumer,
which will ultimately loose the chains of
bureaucracy that bind talented teachers
that really do want to make a difference.
Joseph C. Phillips is an actor/writer
based in Los Angeles. His column
appears regularly in several newspapers
and he is a regular commentator on
News and Notes with Ed Gordon on
NPR and has a book due out from
Running Press in April.

'Crash* Is The Best Picture Because It Forced Blacks and
Whites To Confront Their Stereotypes

Earl Ofari
Hutchinson
BlackNews.com
Columnist

Crash deservedly won the Academy award for best picture because it honestly blacks take it as an article of faith that that most whites are hopelessly
forced blacks as well as whites to'honestly confront their stereotypes. The racist. A comprehensive Harvard University opinion poll in 2002 found
film set the course right from the start when it went squarely racial . that the racial attitudes of many whites about blacks are tightly enshroud
correctness. The opening shot has two young blacks charging out of a ed in stereotypes. The poll reinforced the fervent belief of many blacks
restaurant steaming mad. While strolling stroll down the sidewalk one of that white racially disdain them. It’s not that simple
them claims that a waitress ignored them, then gave them lousy service,
The majority of whites are probably genuinely convinced that
and the whites in the restaurant gave them hostile stares solely because America is a color-blind society, and that equal opportunity is a reality.
they’re black. Then when a white couple passed them on the street the They repeatedly told the Harvard pollsters that they believed that blacks
wife locked arms with her husband for fear they’d mug them. In an angry and whites have attained social and economic equality. The figures on
tirade, the angered young black covered the wide gamut of myths, stereo income, education and health care show a gaping racial lag between
types and negative perceptions that whites supposedly have about blacks.
blacks and whites: However, perception drives reality. If many whites
While Crash pierced and poked fun at racial stereotypes, it was the black think racial equality is a reality, that’s more proof to many blacks that
perceptions about those stereotypes that made the film unique. Many whites are in deliberate' racial denial.
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Yvonne Alsup, St. Petersburg and Melba Moore.

Rick Gee and Melba Moore.

Melba Moore Bares Her Soul at Fundraiser
Not only are “Hat’s Off’ to congratulate, but also mucho

“Sweet Songs of the Soul” is a two-act one-woman play

songs that are apropo to the experience, including gospel, jazz

formers, whose purpose it is to celebrate the accomplishments

accolades are extended to and, deserved by the Westcoast Black

with music that allows Ms. Moore to tell her personal

and rhythm and blues. She finalizes her story by telling the

of black artists and their works, expose the community to mul

Theater Troupe (WBTT) for the extraordinary debut fundraiser

story...her side of the story, pulling no punches and cutting

audience of her personal and theatrical revival and that “Today

they sponsored on Monday, March 13, 2006. Spearheaded by

straight to the bone. Her story is not a fairytale; it’s a story of

is filled with miracles.” One can feel the love from the audience

ticultural arts and artistically mentor youth and young adults.
Since its debut in 2000, WBTT has earned a firm niche in the

founder and Artistic Director Nate Jacobs, the troupe was able

what can happen in the glamorous and exciting entertainment

permeating the entire auditorium. -

to present to its fans in performance, Grammy and Tony Award

industry in the real world. Ms. Moore shares her childhood

winning singer and actress Melba Moore at the Asolo Mertz

experiences, relationships with her dear grandmother, her jazz

formance

and

This year which includes part of 2005 and 2006 has been

Theater in Sarasota. On stagej Ms. Moore performed her most

vocalist mother and a not so close relationship with her jazz

“poignant.” They say that the play demonstrates her versatility

WBTT’s third subscription season, and each presentation has

outstanding and sensitive autobiographical play with music

bandleader father. Then her story moves right along into her

as a gifted song stylist and gifted storyteller. “Ms. Moore liter

beenoutstanding. In November, “Woman from the Town”, a

“Sweet Songs of the Soul”.

adult years when she embarks upon her singing and acting

ally mesmerizes her audiences, causing them to feel that she is

new play by Samm-Art Williams was presented, and in

In a quote by Ms. Moore, she says, “My life is a living

careers, appearing in the long-running Broadway musical

speaking to each one of them personally, bringing them to tears,

December, the ever-popular Langston Hughes’

testimony to God’s power to heal, transform, and restore the

“Hair”. During her 18 months in the show, Ms. Moore audi

laughter, and standing ovations,” That is definitely the effect

Nativity” continued as a holiday favorite for audiences of all

spirit. In all I do, I want to honor and praise Him.” And, during

tioned for and got the lead role of Sheila replacing Diane

she had on Monday night’s audience and this correspondent.

ages and faiths. Then in January 2006, the joint was really

her performance, Ms. Moore does exactly what she says. She

Keaton as the female lead, and in so doing, became the first

After Ms. Moore’s performance, the WBTT held a private

gives all the honor to God, and praises Him. Personally, I have

African American actress to replace a white actress in a lead

post-performance reception where desserts and champagne

“Sophisticated Ladies”. Featuring all of Duke’s most famous

followed Ms. Moore’s •career in television and in the newspa

role on Broadway. After the musical “Hair”, Ms. Moore was

were served and the audience given the opportunity to meet Ms.

numbers from the infamous Speak Easy Era of the Cotton Club

pers for many years. Having lived in New Jersey while she was

outstanding as Lutiebelle Gussiemae Jenkins in the Broadway

Moore in person. The evening appeared to have been a real suc

including “It Don’t Mean A Thing”,’“Take the ‘A’ Train”, “Satin

living there, specifically in the Newark area, I was quite famil

musical “Purlie”. Critics gave her acclaimed reviews, and her

cess for WBTT, as they continue to go forward with new

Doll” and “In a Sentimental Mood.” Ending the season and run

iar with her situation during the time that she was on the City of

outstanding performance earned her the Tony Award for best

thoughts, new concepts and new Horizons in theater.

ning from March 23rd thru April 2nd, WBTT will celebrate the

Newark Welfare rolls. I remember her situation being the talk of

supporting actress in a musical making her the first African

the town. Many of us found it difficult to believe that this once

American actress to do so.

so successful and beautiful woman had been reduced to living

Ms. Moore doesn’t stop there with her personal story; she

on welfare checks. But, the one very important thing I realized

continues plunging knee-deep into her two failed marriages,

as I walked out of the theater last Monday evening was that we

sharing with the audience such personal stories that I cannot

had judged her without having any idea of the very terrible

repeat them for fear I may not do them justice. All the while Ms.

things she had to endure at that time, and for many years.

Moore is sharing her life story with the audience, she interjects

Representative Frank Peterman, Jr.
Shares Insights from 2006
Legislative Session

Rep. Frank Peterman, Jr., and wife June.
By Shirley Scott
Challenger Correspondent

Representative Frank Peterman,
Jr. offered grace over the meal
served for the Sickle Cell Dinner
this past Sunday, March 19,2006,
and stood firmly as a representa
tive from his local church, The
Rock of Jesus Missionary Baptist
Church. Although the grace was
brief and pointed there was hope
in Peterman’s voice that reassured
the purpose of the huge gathering;
educating the public about important
issues we face as a nation.
Once Peterman was seated
with his lovely wife, June and
others at his table, he shared
insights of the 2006 Florida Leg
islative Session in Tallahassee.
Although there are numerous hot
topics on the floor, Representative
Peterman highlighted a few main
areas of concern currently being
grappled with in the House. One

topic he shared pertained to the
various levels of insurance and
health care benefits for citizens.
He stated that, “Many decisions
have to be made about insurance,
its liability and health issues.
Those decisions include Medicaid
and how to prevent or minimize
harsh cutbacks”.
As for education, Peterman
declared that, “Suggestions made
by Governor Jeb Bush have not
been received well and there are
controversial views about the
budget spending”, Peterman and
others of the House believe that
the funds allocated for the APlus-Plus Plan should be spread
across the board equitably for
classroom teachers and all staff
members associated with the
educational system. This plan is
an extremely controversial plan as
it suggests that bonus pay be
given to classroom teachers based
on the Florida Comprehension

Assessment Test (FCAT) results
from student performance.
A final topic highlighted by
Peterman was about the major
issue surrounding 14-year old
Martin Anderson who died after
being sent to the Bay County boot
camp. Peterman stressed that
Mary Murph, founder/president
of the St. Petersburg Chapter,
Incorporated of the Sickle Cell
Disease Association of America,
was a courageous woman. He
continued,' “She took time to
come to Tallahassee and speak
before the House during the ses
sion concerning the ramifications
surrounding the alleged death of
Martin Anderson. She made a
bold statement against the dis
credit of the Sickle Cell trait being
the blame for the young Martin’s
death”.
Peterman indicated that the
Florida Conference of Black State
Legislators has met to urge a con
tinued and thorough investigation
until justice is served for Martin
Anderson’s family. When asked
if he thought that the condition^
surrounding the Anderson case
would spur unrest in the state,
Peterman firmly stated, “No. I
believe that the investigation that
is being conducted will help sup
port the conclusion determined.
Anderson did not die from com
plications caused by the Sickle
Cell Trait and being back at the
scene of the crime will confirm
that fact. So for concerned citizens,
hold on to the hope that justice
will be served”.

Critics are applauding her “Sweet Songs of the Soul” per
as

“brilliant,”

“authentic,”

“inspiring,”

cultural community receiving critical acclaim and rave review
from patrons and critics alike ”.

jumping

with

the

presentation

of

Duke

“Black

Ellington’s

sound, the professional performances brought to the Tampa Bay

legacy of Bert Williams, the first black performer on Broadway.
In, fact, many consider him to have been the first black person

area by the Westcoast Black Theater Troupe -

to appear in a motion picture. Entitled “Nobody: The Bert

“WBTTare by all standards a professional, non-profit corpora
tion dedicated to bringing cultural inclusiveness to the theatri
cal landscape of the State of Florida, the Nation and the World.
They are: compose of concerned, committed and talented per

Williams Story”, will be a World Premiere by Frank Jenkins.

For those of you, who have not yet experienced by sight and

For additional information, you may call: (941) 363 - 9300.

The campus. The bay. The envy,
Introducing waterfront student housing
at USF St. Petersburg.
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Tampa Bay Area Briefs
TOASTMASTERS CLUB 2284 - EVERY TUESDAY AT 6 PM

ST. PETERSBURG BUSINESS ASSISTANCE CENTER TRAINING SCHEDULE

The St. Petersburg Business Assistance Center (BAC) offers free business training and counseling sessions to

Public Speaking Club meets every Tuesday at 6 pm in St. Petersburg at Piccadilly Cafeteria on 34th St

assist emerging and existing small businesses with business development. We are located at 33 Sixth St. S, Suite

& 22nd Ave. N. At Toastmasters Club 2284, you will overcome fear of speaking, develop self esteem,

301 (on the comer of 6th Street & lst Av. S.) http://www.stpete.org/bac.

improve leadership skills and have fun! Call 320-0107 for more information,

RETIRED & SENIOR VOLUNTEER PROGRAM VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

DAYSTAR OFFERS HELP WITH PRESCRIPTIONS

We need volunteers to help us in our recruitment efforts. For information on these and other positions, please call
the RSVP office at 327-8690 ext. 22. St. Petersburg Museum of History, Bob Secours Maria Manor, Ronald
McDonald, Daystar, St. Petersburg Pregnancy & Family Resource Center.
I

If you take prescription drugs, have a limited income, and don’t have insurance that covers prescriptions,
the Medication Advocacy Program at Daystar Life Center may be able to help you to obtain your
medications free or at low cost directly from pharmaceutical companies. Daystar is a private, nonprofit,
community-supported organization serving through volunteers and charitable donations. Daystar does

TEN STAR ALL STAR BASKETBALL CAMP

Applications are now being evaluated for The Ten Star All Star Summer Basketball Camp. The camp
is by invitation only. Boys and Girls ages 10-19 are eligible to apply. College basketball scholarships
are possible for players selected to the All-American Team. Camp locations include: Babson Park, FL,
Prescott, AZ, Thousand Oaks, CA, Sterling, CO, Bridgeport, CT, Gainesville, GA, Champaign, IL,
North Manchester, IN, Towson, MD, Ypsilanti, MI, Glassboro, NJ, Schenectady, NY, Hickory, NC,
Lebanon, TN, Commerce, TX, Blacksburg, VA, Lyndonville, VT, and Beloit, WI. For a free brochure,
call (704) 373-0873 ANYTIME.
'
’OCEANOGRAPHY CAMP FOR GIRLS”

not charge for its services. For more information call 823-5993 or 825-0442
GOODWILL LITERACY PROGRAM

Help bring books to the life of a child by becoming, a volunteer reader for Goodwill's Book Works
childhood literacy program. An orientation for perspective volunteers will be held Wednesday, March
29,10 am-i 1 am. at the Goodwill store at 10596 Gandy Blvd., next to Derby Lane in St. Petersburg.
Please call (727) 523-1512, ext. 1013, if you plan to attend.
THE PINELLAS

The program runs June 26 - July 14, 2006 from 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. daily. There is no cost; students just
have to provide their own transportation to USF St. Petersburg at 140 7th Avenue South. All Pinellas
County girls who are completing the 8th grade are eligible. The deadline to .apply is Friday, March 31.
Applications are available online at www.marine.usf.edu/girlscamp.

COUNTY

URBAN

LEAGUE,

INC.,

AND

ST.

PETERSBURG

POLICE

DEPARTMENT

Present a crime prevention family fun day celebration "Winning back our communities from Crime"
Saturday, April 8,2006 10:00 a.m.-l :00 p.m. at Childs Park Community Center located at 4301 13th Ave.
South. Come join us for a day Of Music, free food, games, crime prevention displays & information. For

WORK NET PINELLAS OUTDOOR JOB FAIR

more information call (727) 327-2081 ext. 225.

Wednesday April 12 from 11 am - 1 pm at 2465 Drew Street there will be an outdoor job fair on the
Clearwater campus (in front of the LA Building), For more information concerning this event contact:
Janelle Strange Work net Pinellas Clearwater Center (727) 791-5820, jstrange@worknetpinellas.org.

ST.

ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE (NAACP)

THE SENIOR VOICE OF FLORIDA PRODUCES THE SENIOR FREE! FEST -

The NAACP will sponsor a town hall meeting for African American elementary, middle, high school
students and their parents/caregivers in cooperation with Pinellas County Schools. The forum will be

8th Annual Senior FREE! Fest returns to the Historic Coliseum in downtown St. Petersbuig at 535 4th Ave. No,
Thursday, March 30,2006 from 9am to 2pm. The day is designed to give Senior Voice of Florida readers an entire day
of food, drink, live entertainment, and lots of activity at absolutely no charge to them. Parking is free, admission is free,
health screenings and samples are free. For additional information call (727) 217-0727.

HGoJih
Jleauty
F

By
Angela Birdsong

Losing Weight-Naturally
Almost everyone in the entire United States of America has one thing in
common; we could all lose some weight. Whether it’s 10 lbs or 100, it’s our
personal challenge. We all know Yo-Yo dieting is bad for us and some diets
are just impossible to stay on for any reasonable length of time. How long
can anyone stay sane on a carb free diet? It seems unnatural.
Enter Japan with a healthy and safe alternative program. Long
recognized as the healthiest people on earth in some respects the Japanese
seem to understand the inner workings of the body better then the rest of us.

PETERSBURG

BRANCH

OF

THE

NATIONAL

ASSOCIATION

FOR

THE

held Saturday, April 8, 2006 from 8:30 a.m. until 1:30 p.m. at John Hopkins Middle School located at
701 16th Street South. A continental breakfast, lunch and door prizes will be provided for those in
attendance. For more information call (727) 898-3310

They believe that in order to lose weight the body must first be performing
efficiently. Therefore the first issue that the Japanese address is clearing out
the intestines, liver and colon. Their theory; without clean plumbing the
body cannot operate at its optimum performance level.
The Japanese company Nikken has a four step Body Balance program
for weight loss with the fust step being a Detoxifying Cleanse. The Kenzen
Cleanse helps eliminate toxins in the liver, improves nutrient absorption and
protein synthesis. It also prepares the intestines and vital organs to detoxify
fats. It’s recommended,that you take the Detoxifying Cleanse at bedtime. It
has soothing and healthy ingredients that include senna leaf, peppermint leaf,
fennel seed and yucca root.
The second step is their Kenzen Bum which should be taken 30 minutes
before breakfast and lunch. Third, A Creamy Protein Shake which can be
consumed in place of 2 meals a day for weight loss or 1 meal a day for
weight management. Lastly, Rev Up which helps speed up the metabolism
and can be used up to 2 times a day, best before 3 pm to allow sleep at night.
Kenzen Bum is a thermogenic product. It causes a slight rise in body
temperature and increases the metabolic rate. When used with a workout
program, Bum is used more efficiently by the body to increase fat-buming.
It also assists in appetite control and craving for sweets naturally without the
use of ephedra. The Food and Drag Administration (FDA) has found that
dietary supplements contain ephedra present an unreasonable risk of illness
or injury, and should not be consumed.
The most unique product is Rev Up. It comes in a citrus-flavored
effervescent tablet which dissolves and fizzes in water. Designed to give you

energy and help you stay on track when blood sugar levels dip thought the
day. Decreases the urge for snacking. Contains green tea extracts, iodine,
manganese, chromium and just happens to be Kosher certified.
The core of the diet plan is the Kenzen Protein Shake which is a meal
replacement. It does contain a sugar substitute called sucralose which is an
FDA approved sweetener. It will help in weight management and it does not
have the disadvantages of aspartame or sucrose. It is the best sweetener for
most people. The other benefits to the shake are it is high in protein, fiber,
vitamins, minerals and it makes great smoothies!
Peach Pie Smoothie

• 2 level scoops of Vanilla Flavored Kenzen™ Creamy Protein Shake
• 1 cup nonfat or soy milk or PiMag Water of Soy Milk
• 1 cup frozen or fresh peaches
• 1/3 teaspoon of cinnamon and nutmeg
• 2-4 ice cubes for a frothy shake
• Combine all ingredients in blender and mix thoroughly.
Of course with this diet you should eat healthy foods high in protein,
vegetables, fruits, and grains. Along with foods that are high in essential
fatty acids, low in carbohydrates and low in fats. It’s recommended that the
average person exercise regularly and stay on the Body Balance Program
between 3 and 6 months at a time, followed by 1 month off.

NO Out-Of-Pocket Costs.’
for Electric and Power Wheelchairs*

Pride
Products Corp,

Sales • Service • Rentals
• Wheel Chairs - Electric and Manual
• Power Chairs • Scooters * Walkers
• Ramps • Lift Chairs
fPl .......
«. Supplies ,

Hours: Mon-Fri Sam-5pm Sat by Appointment

Who Must Apply?

3300 Dr. Martin Luther King Street North

Students starting kindergarten, 6th and 9th grades end those entering a
Pinellas public school for the first time In August 2003 NEED TO APPLY,

(9th St. North, across from Kash n’ Karry)

(727) 820-9101

‘Covered by Medicare &
Supplements

Minority Owned

Incoming kindergarteners and new students MUST be registered at a
Family Education and Information Center before applying.
Children turning 5 on or before Sept. 1,2006, are
eligible to start kindergarten in August.

“Food for tha soul..."

TAKE OUT SEAFOOD:
TILAPIA DINNER S7.99
GROUPER & SHRIMP SI 1.99
FRIED OYSTERS S19.99

North County Location
1101 Marshall St.
Clearwater, FL 33755
Phone: (727) 298-2858
Fax: (727) 298-2864

www.pinellaschoice.org

South County Location
3420 Eighth Ave. S
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
rhons. yt
30x*! 5
Fax:(727)552-1604

Choice

MID PENINSULA SEAFOOD
MARKET & REfTAURANT
WHERE IHE LOCALS BUY

RN8UAS COUNTY SCHOOLS

v

featuring

Stephanie’s Catering Service

V

401 34th St. N.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713
(Mosley Motel)
Hours:
Mon-Thurs
Fri & Sat
Sun

400 - 49th St South
St. Petersburg* FL
(717) 317-8309
(717) 318-8309
Bfl.-Sat. II AN to 9 PM
unday . •. Gone Fishin'

8 AM - 9 PM
8 AM-12 PM
10 AM-4 PM

Delivery available

Phone:
727.209.0177
Fax in your order
Fax:
727.209.0178
Great Food!

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
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NATIONAL
EDUCATION
ASS0C1ATIW

Gwstfr mife Schools Jw Every Child

It was the biggest natural disaster in American

NEA’s Books Across America

Giving th* gift erf n&atfSiig

history* Katrina and her sisters showed no
mercy. So.much' was just swept away. Cities
and towns; homes and businesses, lives and
livelihoods,

wwMfci»e«,wgA®«sfeftErw»
Katrina even seemed bent on destroying ideas
and knowledge, knocking down hundreds of -

Brine back the

public schools and libraries, drowning millions
of pages of science, history, art, and literature
in soggy rubble and thick mud,
I went to see what was left of the Gulf Coasts
public schools. As a teacher, it broke my heart.

jP 11

11

ot books
to

As president of the National Education
Association, I saw the long, hard road ahead.

Gulf Coast Children
The past and the present as written may have
been destroyed in these storms, but not the.'
future. Last year, NEA contributed one million
dollars to help Gulf Coast public school
students and teachers begin rebuilding their
lives.
And this year, 2.8 million NEA members will
not forget our continuing commitment to
people who live along the Gulf Coast. That's
why NEA has launched Books Across America,
a national campaign to restock public school
library shelves and classrooms with the
millions of books they need desperately to start
teaching and learning again, to start hoping
again.
Along with NEA's partners, First Book, The
Heart of America Foundation and The NEA
Foundation^ millions of Americans across the
country are participating in Books Across
America, Join us. Volunteer some time.
Organize a book drive. Buy a book for a Gulf J
Coast child* Make a contribution. Help raise
funds for more books. Just go to our website at
www.nea.org/booksacross to learn what you
can do.
Join Books Across America. -New books will
get Gulf Coast kids reading again, and help
make great public schools for every child*
It's their basic right And our responsibility.

Reg Weaver, President
National Education Assoc ij tion.
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STATE NEWS
Willie E. Gary Motivates Over 500
To “Be The Best” During
Education Pep Rally

David Campbell, Assistant Principal, Angela Thompson,Teacher, David McDonald, Assistant Principal, Bridget Hannah,
Teacher, Attorney Willie Gary, Fred Witherspoon, School Volunteer & Program Organizer, Valisha Singleton, Teacher,
Attorney Sekou Gary, Kathryn Richardson, Principal, Kenneth Gary, President/CEO of the Gary Foundation pose for a
photo during an education pep rally at Indian Land Elementary/Middle School in Fort Mill, South Carolina

Stuart, FL - Willie E. Gary, prominent attorney
and chairman of the Black Family Channel,
recently spoke to students at Indian Land
Elementary/Middle School in Fort Mill, South
Carolina, during an education pep rally to
encourage them to “Be the Best.”
Gary was accompanied by his two sons,
Kenneth Gary, president/CEO of the Gary Foun
dation, and attorney Sekou Gary, as he spoke to
over 500 boys and girls from grades three
through eight, in an effort to motivate them to
strive for academic excellence. Gary emphasized
the importance of working hard in school and
never giving up. He spoke of his struggles in
growing up poor and the integral role education
has played in his success.
Positive energy filled the air as the children
repeated after Gary shouting, “I am somebody!”
Kenneth and Sekou also spoke to the children
about how education has helped them achieve
their goals, and why it is imperative for each
student to work hard in school and obey their
teachers and parents.

“I always .look forward to spending some
time and sharing my story with our nation’s most
valuable resource, our children,” said Gary.
Hopefully, my story and my life touched the lives
of these young boys and girls and inspired them
to be the very best they can be.”
Gary, who is best known in legal circles as
“The Giant Killer,” is noted for taking on some of
America’s most powerful companies—winning
billions of dollars in verdicts and settlements on
behalf of his clients. Gary is also the Chairman of
the Black Family Channel, America’s only
minority owned and operated, 24-hour cable
network. Known for his philanthropic endeavors,
he and his wife, Dr. Gloria Gary, founded The
Gary Foundation, which provides college
scholarships to at-risk students who wish to
attend college. The Gary’s have donated millions
of dollars to help Historically Black Colleges and
Universities — including $10 million to his alma mater
Shaw University in Raleigh, North Carolina.

Use Of Force Routine In Boot Camp
By MELISSA NELSON
Associated Press Writer

PANAMA CITY, Fla. (AP) - The boot camp guards
videotaped kneeing and punching a 14-year-old boy who
later died had consistently used the same techniques on
other youths, documents show.
Guards Patrick Garrett, Henry Dickens, Charles
Enfinger, Henry McFadden, Raymond Hauck and Joseph
Walsh had frequent physical altercations with detainees,
according to the Bay County Sheriff’s Office Boot Camp
documents, obtained by The Associated Press.
Each of the men was involved in the confrontation
with Martin Lee Anderson on Jan. 5.
Anderson died the next morning. Pathologists said
following a second autopsy the teen did not die of
natural causes. The boy’s family, Florida’s black
legislative leaders and the NAACP have called for the
guards’ arrests.
The medical examiner for Bay County who did the
original autopsy on Anderson issued a statement defend- •
ing his finding that Anderson died a natural death from
sickle
cell trait,
a usually
benign blood
disorder many blacks have.
“My conclusion, based on more than a decade of prac
tice, is that the exertion from exercise triggered
Mr. Anderson’s sickle cell trait which caused
Disseminated Intravascular Coagulation (DIC),
resulting in hemorrhaging,” Dr. Charles Siebert said.
Siebert observed a second autopsy done by
Hillsborough County Medical Examiner Dr. Vernard
Adams. Hillsborough State Attorney Mark Ober took over
the case and requested the second autopsy after the state
attorney for Bay County stepped down citing close ties
with law enforcement.
The five guards shown on tape in the Anderson case,
were involved in at least 63 other instances using knee
strikes, hammer-fist blows, painful pressure point
restraints and other physical encounters with detainees,
according to Florida Deparfrnent of Juvenile Justice Pro
tective Action Responsive Reports filed in 2004 and 2005.
Garrett, who has worked at the camp five years, wrote
the report about the Anderson case. He said Enfinger and
Walsh "restrained" the boy against a fence after he
refused to run laps. “I ordered offender Anderson to stop
resisting and relax his arms. When (he) refused to comply
with those instructions, I applied a knee strike to his left
thigh and escorted him to the ground,” Garrett wrote. “After
reaching the ground, I applied a bent wrist to Offender
Anderson’s left wrist for approximately 7 seconds.”
Surveillance video shows the guards dragging a limp
Anderson as they repeatedly hit and kicked him. The
report of the 30-minute ordeal also details actions by
guard Henry Dickens, 59, a 10-year boot camp
veteran, who poured water on Anderson and later applied
a pressure point to his head. Pressure points to the head
were banned by the state in 2004.

Garrett said officers continued to counsel
Anderson by applying knee strikes, pressure point blows
and bending his wrists backward until he “stopped
responding.”
Daniel Mears, a Florida State University criminology
professor, said he is not surprised by the culture of physi
cal confrontation at the camp. “With a boot camp, it’s pure
power almost 24-7. We tell you when to get up and if you
don’t, you are doing push ups. There is no question there
can be a different culture that occurs in boot, camps that
allows for more violence than is needed to occur,” Mears
said.
Gov. Jeb Bush defended the state’s boot camp
system, noting the number of kids going into the adult
system has dropped 42 percent during his tenure as gover
nor. “It’s up to the Legislature if they want to close boot
camps,” Bush said. “This tragic case is something that we
need to look at, investigate, prosecute if appropriate ... but
it doesn’t mean that we should get rid of a policy that has
yielded a good result,”
The Bay County camp no longer, houses any
juvenile and is being closed. Florida has closed a
number of its boot camps in recent years.
One incident chronicled in the Bay County records
involved Dickens and other guards who responded to a
June 2 suicide attempt. A guard wrote that he discovered a
youth lying on his foot locker with a bed sheet around his
neck. The guards immediately began to restrain the boy,
using pressure points to subdue him, and knocking him to
the floor.
In a July 2002 report, Garrett described restraining a
youth on the exercise field and using knee strikes and
pressure points similar to those used on Anderson.
In March 2005, Garrett and drill instructor Henry
McFadden, who was also involved in the Anderson case,
restrained another boy in the exercise yard, applying “a bent
wrist to his right wrist for approximately 7 to 9 seconds,”
Garrett wrote in his report.
Another March 2005 report reveals details of
Dickens, Enfinger and another guard using the pressure
point procedures on a different youth in the exercise yard.
Mears likened the guards' actions to those of
soldiers at war. “Working with juvenile offenders is hard.
They aren’t going to be nice
and they are going to be phys
ically confrontative. It’s

a

whole different world than
working at your desk,” Mears
said. “You always have this risk
of becoming violent and abu
sive.”
Each of the guards
involved in the Anderson case
was placed on administrative
duties out of direct contact
with juveniles after Ander
son’s death.

Martin Lee Anderson

FLORIDA A&M IS CHOSEN TO HOST NABEF/NABOB
MEDIA SALES INSTITUTE

Left to right: Jim Winston, Exec. Director & General Counsel for NABOB; Ann Orr, Exec.
Director for NABEF; James Hawkins, Dean FAMU College of Journalism & Graphic
Communication; Jeffrey Myers, Principal of Personal Selling Principles.
Tallahassee, FL - Rep. Allen Boyd, Jr. (D-Fla.)
announced today that the National Association of
Broadcasters Education Foundation (NABEF), the
National Association of Black Owned Broadcasters
(NABOB) and Personal Selling Principles (PSP) are
partnering to launch a second Media Sales Institute
at Florida A&M University in May. Funding for the
initiative will be provided by NABEF. The

NABEF/NABOB Media Sales Institute at Florida
A&M is modeled on the NABEF/Howard Media
Sales Institute which was the joint vision of the late
Professor Ernie Fears, Sr. at Howard University and
Jeffery P. Myers, principal of Personal Selling
Principles.
The master lecture held at the Florida A&M
Institute will be named after Ernie Fears, Sr. The

program was created in 2001 for the express purpose been retained to implement the program at Florida
of increasing the number of women and people of A&M. Jeffrey Myers, Principal of PSP said, “The
color in media sales. The Howard University Media Media Sales Institute is an intensive ten-day training
Sales Institute, which accepts roughly 30 top program for graduating college seniors who are
students from around the country, is held annually in interested in pursuing a career in media sales. The
June."NAB's Education Foundation provides a great Institute dedicates training to radio, television,
resource for talented young people who want to get cable, internet and other media sales. Upon comple
involved in the broadcast industry," Sen. Bill Nelson tion, each student will present a hypothetical sales
(D-FL) says. “The expansion will allow more presentation to leading broadcast companies with
students to benefit from the program.” /
entry level positions available in media sales." Dean
“The NABEF/NABOB program at FAMU will James Hawkins of the Florida A&M University
help our college students meet the growing demands School of Journalism and Graphic Communication
and challenges of careers in broadcasting and media commented, “We are very pleased that FAMU was
sales,” said Congressman Allen Boyd (D-FL). chosen as the first institution for the expansion of
“Media plays an important role in educating our the Media Sales Institute. We look forward to
communities and shaping our culture, and I applaud putting on a very successful program.”
the NABEF for encouraging more students to seek
The NAB Education Foundation is a non-profit
careers in broadcasting. I'm very pleased they chose organization dedicated to serving the public interest
FAMU as a beneficiary of this program.”
in supporting and advocating: education and training
The NAB Media Sales Institute has a proven programs, strategies to increase diversity, initiatives
track record of preparing aspiring media sales stressing the importance of the First Amendment,
professionals for jobs in broadcasting,” said NAB community service, philanthropy and other timely
President and CEO David K. Rehr. “Since its launch broadcasting issues.
in 2001, close to 90 percent of its participants have
The National Association of Broadcasters is a
been hired each year by media companies. We have, trade association that advocates on behalf of more
every reason to expect the same success at Florida than 8,300 free, local radio and television stations
A&M:” NABOB Executive Director, James Winston and also broadcast networks before Congress, the
commented, “We are very pleased to join with the Federal Communications Commission and the
NABEF to sponsor the Media Sales Institute. Training Courts. Information about NAB can be found at
the next generation of media leaders is an important www.nab.org.NABOB is the only trade organization
goal of the NABOB Foundation, and this is an representing the interests of African-American
important part of that training”.
owners of radio and television stations across the
Personal Selling Principles developed the first country.
Media Sales Institute at Howard University and has
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NATIONAL NEWS
New Orleans Mayor Nagin,
Other Candidates Speak To
Displaced Voters In Atlanta
By BERNARD McGHEE

area is seven times the size of Manhattan.
Several of the candidates stressed
that New Orleans should not go back to
ATLANTA (AP) — New Orleans Mayor the way things were before, citing prob
Ray Nagin says his city has made lems’with education and race relations.
progress in rebuilding since Hurricane
Marie Galatas, who said God had
Katrina, while other mayoral hopefuls told her to run for mayor, said the city
questioned the advances and stressed must become more inclusive. “I’m here
that their hometown’s pre-existing trou to tell you right now that it won't be
bles need to be confronted.
politics as usual,” she said.
Seven of tfre 24 mayoral candidates
Johnny Adriani said the mayor mUst
attended the Atlanta forum Saturday work with federal officials to help bring
meant to give displaced residents an more resources into the city. Comments
opportunity to hear from them before by Gov. Kathleen Blanco and Sen. Lan
the April 22 election. More than half of drieu criticizing President Bush have not
New Orleans' pre-Katrina population of been helpful to New Orleans, he said500,000 has been dispersed to other
“We’ve had a governor who’s really
states, meaning candidates must cam really hurt us because of the rhetoric,”
paign nationally.
Adriani said.
Nagin, who alienated many voters
Also Saturday, the president of the
after his “chocolate city” speech, in National Urban League predicted that
which he s$id God intended New the failure to establish remote polling
Orleans to be a black-majority city, dis places outside Louisiana will disenfran
cussed levee rebuilding and evacuation chise voters.
procedures if another powerful storm
“The current elections plan is a for
threatened the city.
mula for problems and disaster,” said
“We now haVe a comprehensive Marc Morial, the former mayor of New
plan for rebuilding the city of New Orleans, after a neighborhood meeting
Orleans,” he said.
there. “There’s a prospect of contested
Lt, Gov. Mitch Landrieu, the son of ballots.”
a former mayor and brother of Demo
He said the Urban League and other
cratic Sen. Mary Landrieu, said the city civil rights groups plan to urge the U.S.
was behind on rebuilding and New Department of Justice to force the state
Orleans had “lost a lot of credibility.” to set up in out-of-state metropolitan
But he also said outsiders have a hard areas where displaced New Orleans res
time grasping the. vastness of the idents now live.
destruction, noting that the devastated
Associated Press Writer

Cervical Cancer Detection Aid
Receives Federal U.S. Approval
WASHINGTON (AP) - An optical
device that can help identify areas on a
woman’s cervix that might contain’
precancerous cells received federal
approval Thursday.
The Luma Cervical Imaging System
may help doctors detect lesions not
caught by a traditional, high-magnifi
cation evaluation of the cervix - called
a colposcopy - in women who have
recently had abnormal pap tests, the
Food and Drug Administration said.
“The approval of this imaging
system gives health care providers an
additional toolto help detect cervical,
cancer precursors and identify predisease

that may have been missed by a
colposcopy,” said Dr. Daniel Schultz,
director of the FDA’s Center for
Devices and Radiological Health.
The Luma device, made by
MediSpectra Inc. of Lexington,
Massachusetts, is meant to be used
with colposcopy and not as a substitute,
the FDA said. A doctor still would
have to perform biopsies on areas of
the cervix highlighted by the two
procedures.
Cervical cancer is preventable and
most often afflicts women in developing
countries/

Baby Boomers Emerge As Meth's
Uncharted Addicts
can lead to kidney disorders, liver or brain
damage, depression and malnutrition; said
Dr. Barbara Krantz, who helps run the Han
ley Center, which offers drug treatment in
West Palm Beach, Florida.
“Chemical dependency is a brain disease.
It doesn't matter how old you are,” Krantz
said.
The cost of treating people for meth
addiction also can increase with age. Because
of years of addiction - and deep-seated habits
v- people older than 55 chance being in treat
ment longer. At the Greene County Rehabili
tation Center in Bloomfield, the first stage of
treatment costs $600 a month, which pays for
room and board and lasts until a person is
healthy enough to leave. It does not include
medical bills. The second phase, which Walls
is in, runs $155 a week. Recovering addicts
leave during the day to work but return each
night for more counseling. A final phase,
(AP Photo/ Daniel R. Patmore)
designed to help recovered addicts remain
Recovering methamphetamine addict Mike Walls, 55,
clean, is free.
does automotive work in his garage behind his Washington, Ind. home,
Gus Mathias, who manages the Greene
as a way to earn a living.
County center and one other in Indiana, has
seen meth ravage young addicts. What he has
By RYAN LENZ
“Because of the way that we tend to seen among older clients is worse.
Associated Press Writer
pigeonhole or stereotype older adults, we
“Methamphetamine is hard on young
don’t think that they will have access to « people. You lose a lot of weight. Your teeth
BLOOMFIELD, Ind. (AP) - Mike Walls methamphetamines,” said Hunsicker, whose -■ fall out. You hallucinate. But when you start
never envisioned his golden years as a fight group plans to discuss older addicts at its to get older, it happens much faster," he said.
with drug addiction when a .friend gave him a annual conference in Florida in May. “The “I’ve got any number of people that come in
plastic bag of white crystal powder and a contrary seems to be true.”
looking tragic.”
promise of youth nearly two decades ago.
Meth addiction has jumped cultural gaps
Walls is a perfect example, Mathias said.
A cross-country truck driver, he was before, moving from rural settings to urban After being caught making meth in a farm
almost 40 and feeling fatigued when he backdrops. While meth has been used most field seven months ago, Walls arrived for
sniffed methamphetamine from a dusted by people between 18 and 25, according to court-ordered treatment 30 pounds under
toothpick at a truck stop, hoping he could federal surveys, its abuse among older weight and jittery.
drive all night.
populations is rising.
Well into his treatment, the father of three
“It seemed like I didn't want to face the
The Substance Abuse and Mental Health now works at his own auto shop before head
fact that I was getting older,” Walls said, running Services Administration in Washington, ing home to the rehabilitation center in
his fingertips through a strawberry red goatee D.C., which tracks national drug trends, Bloomfield.
streaked with silver.
found the number of people older than 55
His blood pressure has fallen and his
At 55, with rotten teeth, frayed nerves seeking treatment for meth addiction rose once-sunken cheeks have filled out. He
and high blood pressure - all brought on by from 44 in 1992 to 693 in 2003, the most attends regular counseling sessions at the
meth - Walls is one of a growing number of recent year for which statistics are available. center to learn about the triggers of addiction.
baby boomers struggling with addiction to
Leah Young, spokeswoman for the agency, He waits, hoping the craving subsides a little
the stimulant and seeking help after living said that is only a fraction of the total seeking more each day.
with it through middle age.
treatment for meth addiction nationwide,
’ Younger meth addicts turn to him for help
Nationwide, the number of people age 55 about 136,000 people in 2003, according to when they arrive. He's a grandfather figure
and older seeking treatment for me(h has federal estimates. “The number is so small at they pepper with questions, asking how he
increased fifteen-fold since 1992, according this point that I don’t think anyone can do any finally got clean.
to federal statistics. The spike has left drug analysis on them,” Young said.
Walls wishes he could give them
counselors, already reeling from treating a
Counselors insist even slight increases answers, but he can’t. Not yet. There's so
rush of younger addicts, grasping for among older populations can be problematic. much farther to go. “It’s kind of hard to
guidance. Ronald Hunsicker, president of the Meth can cause rotten teeth, rapid weight loss , answer them,” he said, moving nervously in a
Pennsylvania-based National Association of and hallucinations among users of any age.
wooden chair and staring at his trembling
Addiction Treatment Providers, said older But the effects of addiction can be worse with hands. “But I do sit and talk.”
meth addicts remain an uncharted group.
age, causing high blood pressure, hyperten
sion and a risk of heart attack. Prolonged use

Bill Would Create Center For Adults With Sickle Cell Disease
By CARA RUB INSKY
Associated Press Writer

Valeria Duncan, seated, and her sister, Rachel
Lockhart, pose at their home in Middletown, Conn.
Both sisters are afflicted with sickle cell anemia.

MIDDLETOWN, Conn. (AP) - When
Valerie Duncan goes to the hospital in
the middle of a sickle cell crisis, her
entire body wracked with pain, doc
tors often mistake her for a drug addict
trying to get a painkiller fix.
“You get sick a lot,” said Duncan,
a Middletown resident. “You go down
to the emergency room to get help and
they think you’re there for drugs.”
Not long ago, children with the
most serious forms of sickle cell dis
ease did not survive into adulthood.
Early testing and advances in medical
technology are allowing patients to
live longer, but hospitals are not
always equipped to deal with the
unique issues they face. Now legisla
tors are considering a bill that would
provide start-up funding for an adult
sickle cell center to provide treatment
and resources.
“We have these young people
growing up and not being taken care
of well because of the stigma, and pro
fessionals not being adequately edu
cated and prepared to provide care,”

said Robin Ledger, a nurse researcher
at the University of Connecticut
Health Center and treasurer of the
New Britain-based Citizens for Quali
ty Sickle Cell Care.
Sickle cell affects an estimated
70,000 to 80,000 people nationwide,
though there are no statistics on how
many are adults. Most are black,
though other minority groups are also
affected by the disease, which can
cause red blood cells to become abnor
mally shaped, block small blood ves
sels and cut off the flow of blood to
other parts of the body. When not
treated properly and promptly, the dis
ease can cause permanent damage by
depriving healthy organs of blood.
“That’s really an injustice to them
as well as to society^ because if we
prevented it they could stay functional
members of society a lot longer,”
Ledger said. This is the third time state
Sen. Don DeFronzo, D-New Britain,
has introduced the bill, but he says he
is optimistic this year because the
chairwoman of the legislature’s Public
Health Committee is backing it.
It would set aside $350,000 a year
for an adult center including a clinic

with in-patient services. The center
would also educate doctors, nurses
and hospitals throughout the state,
something the New Britain group is
working on.
New York, Boston and several
southern cities already have such cen
ters. Connecticut has two sickle cell
centers for children but none for
adults. “A lot of patients with sickle
cell disease are living longer, but
there’s that area where they’re falling
through the cracks,” said Dr. Willarda
V. Edwards, president and chief exec
utive officer of the Sickle Cell Disease
Association of America.
Ledger said the state money won’t
fully fund Connecticut's center but
will allow the group to lay the ground
work and apply for additional grants.
It can't come soon enough for Marissa
Harris j 24, of Hamden.
“It’s been rough,’’Harris said by
phone from her bed at Yale-New
Haven Hospital, where she has spent
several weeks recuperating from her
latest bout of sickle cell. “Some peo
ple don’t give respect or nothing. They
just judge us, look at us, and put us at
the back of the line even if we’re hurt

ing really, really bad.”
It’s an experience familiar to Dun
can and her sister, Rachel Lockhart,
who has a less severe form of sickle
cell but has still coped with kidney
failure at 18 and a bad reaction to a
blood transfusion.
“We get less compassion, as if it’s
not that serious,” said Lockhart, 31. “It
is that serious. The disease is more
serious than they take it. They just
don't understand it.”

What is Sickle Cell Trait?
Sickle Cell trait (AS) is an inherited
condition in which both hemoglobin A
and S are produced in the red blood
cells, always more A than S. Sickle cell
trait is not a type of sickle cell
disease. People with sickle cell trait are
generally healthy.
Information provided by the Sickle Cell
Disease Association of America, Inc.
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RE FAIR
KIRKLAND
BOSTIC
Born on February 7,
1924, to the late Lula
Mae
Kirkland
in
Havana, Florida. Refair
Kirkland Bostic passed
away on March 11,
2006.
She leaves to cher
ish her memories a life
long friend, Melvin
Cannon, Jr. of Los
Angeles,
CA;
one
daughter, Shirley R.
Wright of St. Peters
burg, FL; three grand
children, Phyllis C. Bur
ton (Nicholas) of Mem
phis, TN, Garrett Emil
Wright of Lake City, FL
and
Antorrio
Dion
Wright of Orlando, FL;
two great grandchildren,
Chantavia Refair Bur
ton of Nashville, TN
and Nicxavier Void Bur
ton of Memphis, TN; a
beloved first cousin,
Ivey
Swain
of
Macraeville, GA; and a
host of other family
members and sorrowing
friends.

ESSIE MAE
GIPSON

ANDREW
CHARLES GREENE

Bom in Americus,
Georgia to the late Mr.
Bob Roberson. Her
mother passed away
when she was very
young, but she remem
bered her teachings until
the end. Essie Mae Gip
son passed away March
18,2006.
She leaves to carry
on her legacy a son,
James
Dukes,
St.
Petersburg, FL; daugh
ter, Missionary Connie
L. Brown and husband
Elder Willie L. Brown,
Tampa,
FL,
sister
Mother Grace Wright,
St. Petersburg, - FL;
nephew, Rev. Oscar
Roberson, St. Peters
burg, FL; two nieces,
Missionary Betty A.
Keys
and
husband
Robert of St. Peters
burg, FL and a host of
other friends and fami
ly.

Bom March 10,1951
in St. Petersburg, FL to
the late Jessie Mae Green
Mims and the late Joseph
Simmons. Andrew Charles
Greene departed this life
on March 7,2006.
Left to cherish his
memories are son, Aaron
Charles Greene, St. Petersbuig,
FL; three daughters, Andrell
and Jessica Greene, St.
Petersburg and Niesha
Walker, Bradenton; three
grandchildren, Kevin Jenkins,
Jr., Jaylen Gainer and
Ja’Liyah Gainer; stepfather,
Willie Mims, Jr.; three
brothers, Gregory Greene
(deceased) John Henry
and John Willie Greene;
two sisters, Rev. Kathy
Williams and Husband Pete
and Katrina Mims all of St.
Petersburg; seven aunts,
Grace Lawso, Bessie John
son, Annie Joyce Mims
Dix, Sundra (James) Mims
Caldwell, Patricia Mims
Anthony, Brenda Mims
Poster, Queen Mims Davis,
and a host of other relatives
and friends

ANTOINETTE
MGTURNER
• HUMPHRIES

MICHAEL
ANTHONY
MCCAULSKY

Bom in Pittsburgh, PA. to
Ida Miller and Louis J.
McTurner. Antoinette
McTurner Humphries
passed away on March 15,
2006.
She is survived by. her
husband Dr. Frederick S.
Humphries Sr.; children,
Frederick S. Jr.(Kim),
Seattle, WA; Robin Tanya
Watson (Brian) Orlando, FL;
and Laurence A.(Yvette)
Houston, TX; grandchildren,
Brian and Kirsten Watson,
Arielle and Frederick
Humphries IH, Laurence
II and Dylan Gabrielle
Humphries; sisters,Agnes
Robinson,
Consuelo
McTurner,. and Brother,
Leo McTurner of Pitts
burgh, PA. Antoinette is
preceded in death by two
sisters, Betty L. Burwell,
Ida McTurner Johnson
and her brother Louis J
McTurner HI. She is loved
by many nieces, nephews
and dear friends.

Bom on July. 27, 1966,
in Jamaica, West Indies
to Lloyd and Zelpha
Humes
McCaulsky.
Michael
Anthony
McCaulsky departed
this life on March 10,
2006.
Those left to cherish
his memories include
his
wife,
Audrey
McCaulsky
of St.
Petersburg, FL; daugh
ter, Kendrea McCaulsky
of St. Petersburg, FL;
his mother, Zelpha Humes
McCaulsky
of
St.
Petersburg, FL; father,
Lloyd McCaulsky of
Cairo, GA; one brother,
Marian McCaulsky, (Sheena)
of College Park, GA; one
granddaughter, and a
host of other relatives
and loving friends.

CATHERINE M.T.
NELSON

CLARENCE R.
SCOTT

CORA B.
SMITH

Bom June 10, 1928 in
Tampa, FL.
Her memories will be
cherished by her husband
Lespy
Nelson,
Sr.,
Tampa, FL.; sons, Dr.
Lespy
Nelson,
II,
Michael J. Nelson, Ken
neth A. Nelson, all of
Tampa, FL., Rev, Ben
jamin R. Nelson of Mari
etta, GA., Wendell B.
Nelson of Orlando, FL.,
and Senior Master Sgt.
Ricky R.L. Nelson of
Goldsboro, N.C.; daugh
ters, Catherine L. Nelson,
Deborah B. Nelson,
Yvette Nelson Thomas all
of Tampa, Fla., Cecelia Y.
Nelson Lawson of St.
Petersburg, Fla., Vickie
V. Nelson Osbourne of
Deltona, FL., Karen L.
Nelson of Anchorage,
Alaska, Sharon D. Nelson
of Orlando, FL., and Ber
nadette S. Nelson of
Bronx, N.Y.; grandchil
dren, six great grandchil
dren, and a host of nieces,
nephews, cousins, other
family members and sor

Bom on July 8, 1933, in
Pontiac, Michigan to the
late Clarence Scott and
Helen Curry Scott. Clarence
R. Scott departed this life
on March 13 ,2006.
He leaves to cherish
his memories his wife of
49 years, Vista M. Scott
of St. Petersburg, FL;
four daughters, Robin
Dale Scott of Pontiac,
MI, Terry Rae Scott of
Boyds, NM, Brook Kaye
Scott of Bradenton, FL
and Pipier Lynn Bewlay
(John) of Marietta, GA;
five sisters, Irma Scott of
Kalamazoo, Ml, Wiliria
Scott Of Detroit, MI, Con
stance Threets (Jeremiah)
of Bloomfield Hills, MI,
Edith Scott and Cheryl
Scott, both of Pontiac/.
MI; two brothers, Bruce
Scott of Pontiac, MI and
Rosel Scott (Mildred) of
Kalamazoo, Ml; two grand
children, Taylor Boykins of
Pontiac, MI and Courtney
Perdue of Boyds, NM;
and a host of nieces,
nephews, other relatives

Bom on September. 22,
1921 in Marianna, Flori
da to the late Mr. and
Mrs. John and Hattie
Baker. Mrs. Cora B.
Smith passed away on
March 13, 2006.
Those left to cherish
her memory include son,
Jessie L. Shorter (Deborah)
St. Petersburg Florida, (3
sons preceded her in
death), 8 daughters, Willie
Mae Shorter, Maryann
Jackson (Ruben), Quincy,
Fl; Annie Weatherspoon,
Gloria Starling (Walter),
Maggie Smith, Diane
Cooper, Debra Smith
(Earl), Mary Williams
(Carlos) all of St. Peters
burg; 47 grand children,
87 great grandchildren, 5
great great grandchildren;
sister, Marie Cooper; a
host of nieces nephews
and friends; 2 sisters-inlaw and a daughter-inlaw, Aletha Shorter.

rowing friends,

and loving

-L

friends.

King Floyd III, Singer, Songwriter Dead At 61

x CALVARY
|
I

CATHOUC
CEMETERY

Burial Spaces

$890
Plre-aeed
Interest-free
financing
available
11801-U.S. 19 N.
Clearwater, FL

727-572-4355

“It’s all taken care of’
These were the words that
brought calm to me when my
family member passed away.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only was
the funeral paid for - it was
at prices that were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings - What a peace of
mind.
So that your funeral i§ fully funded and won’t be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
how you can guarantee the future price at today’s cost.

York and then Los Angeles,
hoping to launch a career as an
entertainer. On the West Coast,
Floyd met Harold Battiste, a
fellow New Orleans expatriate
who was an established producer
and band leader.
Battiste produced Floyd’s
debut album, “A Man in Love,”
which featured songs written
with Mac “Dr. John” Rebennack.
The album did not fare well
though, and in 1969 Floyd
returned to New Orleans and
took a job with the post office to
support his family.
A year later, Wardell Quezeigue,
the arranger of scores of local
R&B hits, brought Floyd to the
Jackson, MS, office of Malaco
Records where - he recorded a
song he had written, “Groove

Me,” during the same session
that Jean Knight recorded her
classic "Mr. Big Stuff."
After "Groove Me" became
a regional hit, Atlantic Records
picked up the song and promoted
it nationally. It reached No. 1 on
the R&B chart and No. 6 on the
pop chart.
“King Floyd, a native of New
Orleans, was an interesting blend
of blues Jazz, and soul and when
he wrote a song - and he wrote
most of his own material - what
came out was a signature style
that was a cross between the soul
of Stax and the Funk of New
Orleans. Nobody sounds like
Floyd,” said Tommy Couch Sr.,
president of Malaco Records.
“For Malaco,Tie will always
be remembered as the artist that

SMITH
FUNERAL HOME
SERVING ALL FAITHS SINCE

w

Traditional - Memorial and
Chapel Services
Cremation
World Wide Shipping
Monuments for All Cemeteries
We arrange Military Honors and
Serve All National Cemeteries
for Veterans

McRae Funeral Home

“Upholding a tradition of service from our family to yours”

1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South

Helping families to honor their loved ones in a truly personal way

St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727)

•ft

NEW ORLEANS (AP) - Funeral
services were held Saturday for
King Floyd III, ‘the soul singer
and songwriter best known for
his 1970 hit “Groove Me,” who
died of complications from a
stroke and diabetes, his record
label said in a news release. He
was 61.
Floyd, who was bom in New
Orleans and grew up in nearby
Kenner, died March 6 at a hospital
in California where he evacuated
after Hurricane Katrina, said
Jenny Rogers, a spokeswoman
for Malaco Music Group.
As a young man, Floyd
sometimes sang with the house
band at the Sho-Bar on Bourbon
Street before serving a two-year
stint in the Army. -Following his
discharge, he moved first to New

727-894-2266 / FAX 821-8728

895-6005

1534 18th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL 33705

J

really put us in the race as an
independent record label. ... As
our first Platinum-selling artist,
he will never be forgotten,”
Floyd quit the post office to
go on tour, including stops
throughout Europe, South Africa
and the Caribbean, and wrote
songs recorded by Sonny and
Cher and other artists. His career
tapered off with the advent of the
disco era but the popularity of
“Groove Me” endured, as the
song continued to turn up on
movie soundtracks and in com
mercials. Royalties from that
song and other compositions
enabled Floyd to live comfortably.
Floyd is survived by his wife,
Patricia; two daughters, a son
and six grandchildren.

The Weekly
Challenger
Obituary Section
Guidelines:
• Photos are printed in
black and white only
• Deadline for submission
is 4 p.m. Monday
Obituaries can be delivered
or e-mailed to:
wceditor@tampabay.rr.com
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RELIGIOUS NEWS
CHURCH EVENTS LISTING
St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church

PENTECOSTAL TEMPLE
COGIC

The St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church, under
the leadership of its dynamic, spirited, man of God,
the Reverend Brian Kenneth Brown, its official staff
of Deacons and Trustees, and the entire congregation
of St. Mark, extends to the community at large, its
wishes that there would be an overflowing of God’s
blessings upon their lives in the New Year. St. Mark
is grounded in a Christ-centered doctrine that has as
its central theme, a belief that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a world hungering for
and thirsting after the enlightened word of God. At
St. Mark, we are Christians willing to work and
partner in unity, praising God for His awesome gift,
His son Jesus Christ. Our prayer for our community
is that you would join us in fellowship as we worship
and praise the true and the living God.

Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, And into His
courts with praise. Be thankful to Him, and bless His
name. For the Lord is good; His mercy is everlasting,
And His truth endures to all generations (Psalm 100:4,
5NKJ).
The atmosphere was filled with worship and praise
to the Lord our God. Pastor Anderson delivered a word
of encouragement from John 11:1-44 using the subject
“A Delay is Not a Denial.” Pastor brought our attention
to the last public miracle that Jesus performed - that of
giving new life to a dead man. He pointed out that
there might be situations in our lives that we consider
dead* but Jesus can speak to that situation and cause a
miracle to happen. No matter how bad the situation
seems Jesus is still in control and can speak life into
the matter on our behalf. He feels our pain and sympa
thizes with us. Pastor encouraged us not to give up on
those tough situations that we have been
praying about but to cast our cares on Jesus, be patient
and watch Him work so that God can be glorified. The
Lord blessed us through the ministry of the Word and
prayer.
Pastor Anderson and the members of Pentecostal
Temple are always glad to welcome guests to any of our
scheduled services. You will find our service times
listed in the Church Directory section of this newspaper.

Upcoming Events for March 2006
March 20-24

State Convention in Daytona
Beach, Florida

Upcoming Events for April
April 22

One day trip to Sawgrass Mills
Outlet Mall located at Sunrise, FL
(near Ft. Lauderdale)'. Going by
chartered bus (Tri£> Sold Out).

St. Mark offers...

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH
The New Hope Missionary Baptist Church invites
you to worship with us on Sunday morning. Our morning
begins at 9:00 with Sunday School. There are classes
available for all ages. Bring the entire family to learn more
about our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Worship continues at 10:30 with the melodious voices
of the Levites of Hope and the' Voices of Hope leading us
in praise. The Music team consists of Michael MeKenny,
Vemaid MeKenny, Marcus Childs, and Corey Givens.
The Bread of Life will be served by our Esteemed Pastor,
Reverend Carlos L. Senior. We will be delighted to have
you worship with us. Won’t you join us?
YOU ARE INVITED!
Free Medicare Part D Enrollment

Saturday, March 25, 2006
9:00A.M. - 3:00P.M.
There will be Medicare Specialists on site to assist you.
If you haven’t enrolled or need more information,
please call the church office (727-896-5228) to make
an appointment. Bring all of your medications to the
appointment to assure you of the correct plan.
Please take advantage of this opportunity!
WEEKLY EVENTS

of all ages. Sunday School starts each Sunday morn
ing at 9:30 a.m. All are invited to come out and join
us.
Baptist Training Union is each Sunday at 5:00
p.m. Members and the general public are invited to
come out and study the Bible with us and learn
“What Baptist Believe”.
St. Mark Tutoring Ministry: Free tutoring is avail
able for all school age children each Tuesday, Wed
nesday, and Thursday from 4:15 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at
St. Mark under the direction of sis. Rhonda Jackson.
Volunteers are both needed and welcomed.
As part of our ongoing ministry, we invite the
public to join us in worship and fellowship during
our weekly worship services, which include:
Early morning worship
7:00 a.m.
(First Sunday Only)
Sunday School
9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship
10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union
5:00 p.m.
(Each Sunday)
Other weekly services include Children and Youth
Ministry Meetings (Mondays at 6:00 p.m.); Sunday
School Teachers’ Meeting (Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m.);
Senior Hour of Power Bible Study (Thursdays at
9:30 a.m.) and Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
(Thursdays at 7:00 p.m.).

MIDWEEK P.U.S.H.
(Prayer, Understanding and Spiritual Healing)

NEW PHILADELPHIA
COMMUNITY CHURCH
Women of Faith Determined to Build
The joy of the Lord is New Philadelphia’s
strength! Just as Nehemiah and Ezra on the brink of a
new beginning, celebrated God's grace in granting it,
the church family of Philadelphia eagerly exclaims
this “sameness” of joy. Members and friends collec
tively, are working towards a unity in spirit through
fundraising efforts for edifice construction. Christian
joy and gratitude are extended heavenward for this
springtime beginning of new church family life.
Women’s History month continues at Philadelphia.
Messenger for Sunday is Kim Price-Gaskin. Thus far,
each exhortation from women messengers has been a
blessing to worshippers present. Vicki Wooten deliv
ered a message which heralded the joy of real commit
ment. She gave a powerful and transparent testimony
of new life in Christ and its daily influence in the lives
of genuine believers. All women of church were hon
ored with a single flower, given by women’s ministry.
The climax of Women’s History observance will be
Sunday at mid-morning worship.

To Speak A Fault

“One Body, One Spirit, One Hope”

Sunday School is held for both children and adults

POETRY CORNER

The Mjdweek P.U.S.H. is heldon Wednesdays at 7:00P.M.
Please join us in praise and studying the Word together.
You will be grateful you took the time to do so. We hope
to see you there!

9

In speaking of a person’s fault,
Pray don’t forget your own.
Remember that those in houses of glass
Shall never throw a stone.
If we have nothing else to do
But search for guilt and sin,
Tis better when we commence at home
And from that point begin.
Some have faults and who has not,
The old as well as young
We may perhaps for ought we know
Have fifty to their none.
I will tell you of a better plan
that have found works full well,
To try my own defective cure
I or others tell.
And though I sometimes hope to be
No worse than some I know.
My own shortcoming have bid me to
Let the fault of others go.
Then, let us all when we commence
To slander friends and foe.
To think of harm that one may
do to those we little know.

PRAYER BAND

Prayer Band is held each Thursday at 11:00A.M. Join us
as we pray for the church, community, and the world.
REVIVAL! REVIVAL! REVIVAL!

Spring Revival will be held at the ‘HOPE” on March 30fe 1,

And think of curious it sometime light
Our chicken roost at home
Don’t speak of the other person’s fault
Until you have none of your own.

2006. Dr. Claybon Lea, Jr., Pastor of Mount Calvary Baptist
Church in Fairfield, California is the Guest Revivalist. Come
and hear this anointed man of God The aim of the revival is
to encourage the saints in the discipline ofprayer. A Workshop
will be held each evening. The Workshop facilitators are Dr.
Wayne G. Thompson, Pastor of First Baptist Institutional
Church and Elder Ayakao M. Watkins of Victory Christian
Center.
COME ONE, COME ALL!
Workshop begins at 6:30P.M.
Revival begins at 7:30P.M.

Author unknown

“Our love for God is seen in our love for others.”

OPEN DAILY

Sacred Treasures of the Bible
This unique

A It

..Gutenberg Bible

exhibition high

leaves and the

lights over 100

Bible of the
Pilgrims. Truly a

rare artifacts

Once-in-a-Lifetime

including Dead

Experience!

Sea Scroll
Fragments...

Florida International Museum
244 Second Avenue North, Downtown St. Petersburg
w ww. florid am u seu m. org

727-341-7900

FOR TICKETS CALL

INKANDBLOOD.COM
Monday-Saturday 9 am-6 pm, Sunday Noon-6 pm, Last entry at 5 pm

■

i. <

VINOY

. mam .

!ClearCha^82&

Institute of Mtiseum and Library Services
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Faith

from front page
which drew the loudest cheers and
applause from the Over 1,000 in atten
dance. Many are concerned that Pinel
las County will become a place for the
elite and that regular wage earners will
not be able to afford any type of hous
ing if things aren’t changed. Over
11,000 apartment and trailer parks units
have been converted to unaffordable
condos. The following are the seven
questions directed to the Commission
ers: Will you work for and support
ensuring that housing trust fund rev
enues are spent fairly and equitably to
meet the needs of each income level
based on the needs assessment and
annual program expenditure reviews?
Will you support establishing goals for
annual unit production or preservation
that meets the housing need? Will you
work for and support establishing cred
it leniency for people with mitigating
circumstances? Will you work for and
support naming new dedicated sources
of public revenue that will be on going?

that was needed to accomplish what
was accomplished Monday night.
In spite of the size of the crowd the
night was nicely orchestrated right
down to the ushers carrying signs that
let the crowd know when to applaud
and when to be quiet. The signs were
not needed when the proposals were
read and accepted. The crowd respond
ed with cheers and applause. Five of the
seven county commissioners were in
attendance. Dr. Clayton Wilcox, Super
intendent of the Pinellas County
Schools voted yes to the proposals con
cerning discipline in the schools, “I
vote yes. Please remember justice can
not be served by attending a meeting.
We need to see you at our schools. I
need you to contact me when you know
there is something going on,” said Wil
cox.
The other issues of the night were
funding for low-income full day pre1
kindergarten, securing transportation
for seniors, and affordable housing

Will you support a mandatory inclusionary zoning ordinance? Will you
work for and support maximizing
development of affordable unit’s
onsite? Will you support control peri
ods? To all of these the County Com
missioners that were present answered,
yes.
FAST was officially created in
November of 2004 when over 700 peo
ple from throughout Pinellas County
gathered to work together for justice. At
that assembly twenty-five congrega
tions committed to become dues paying
members of FAST and they voted to
work on problems related to transporta
tion and education in 2005. This effort
was bom out of the work of local cler
gy who had been working together for
about a year under the name of the
Pinellas Organizing Committee. Mon
day many of those initial efforts were
realized and appreciated. The people
spoke and the politicians listened.

The Danger Of Giving Up Too Soon
By: Bishop T. D. Jakes, Special to
BlackAmerica Web .com

Growing up, many of us heard
this phrase from our parents, grand
parents and teachers: “Never give
up!” While many people believe in
this theory, they often fail to
demonstrate it in their lives.
In this “instant” age we live in
today, people are no longer interest
ed in process. We want to get to the
bottom line quick! We’re into fast
foods, online prescription refills,
speed dial and DSL. Even the cell
phones we use are designed to
accommodate quick responses to
everything. We use to stop by the
pay phone to place a call, now we
use cell phones to take pictures,
download music, read e-mail and
the like.. .you get the point.
It is often in the very process of
achieving the goals we desire in life
that we quit prematurely. However,
the danger in giving up too soon is
that we never arrive at the place

God has predestined us to be. For
example, we want a marriage that
will last forever, but we can’t sur
vive the storms. We want to lose
fifty pounds, but we don’t want to
exercise. We want a degree, but we
don’t want to go back to school.
Somewhere it has to end!
Many people who are constantly
challenged by failure seldom realize
that it is their own fault. They sabo
tage their circumstances because of
their attitude toward life. Often they
are bitter about something that hap
pened that they never got over.
Too many people buy into the'
myth that life is over when they’ve
been dealt a bad hand. But the truth
is someone else could take the very
hand you’ve been dealt, and win
with it! The same man you’re think
ing about leaving, the same woman
you’re cheating on, the same job
you’ve threatened to leave a thou
sand times...someone could take
these same circumstances and make
it work.

You’d be amazed by the num
ber of people who have the poten
tial to do great things, but their
hearts are contaminated with bitter
ness. Unfortunately, they allow the
past to bleed into their present and
pollute their future.
It’s much easier to see the bit
terness in the people around you,
but it could very well have hap
pened to you without you knowing
it. Some people cover up the bitter
ness they hold by saying things
like, “I’m not bitter, I’m careful.”
“I’m not angry, I’m ready.” But
until you call it what it is, you can
never be free from it.
Decide today to pursue your
dreams at all cost. God has a bless
ing for you, a supernatural release
that will push you into the great
future; you desire. Remember,
never give up! The best is yet to
come.
This excerpt was taken from the
series entitled The Favor Factor.

Heart Ministries Introduce Greatest Revival
In History Of Mississippi
Ashland, MS (BlackNews.com) Clap your hands; stomp your feet,
and shout with praise for the largest
soul-saving and life changing spiritual
resurgence to shake Mississippi. Set
to begin July 1, 2006, the Total
Change Of Heart Crusade is a
groundbreaking and unprecedented
mission geared towards restoration.
This extraordinary movement
is a commitment to spiritual, social,
and economic development during
the course of 7 years (covering 82
counties). Its goal is to provide
proactive and practical solutions to
changing lives. This crusade will
help people embrace a life of purpose
and instill a deeper level of worship.
Total Change of Heart Ministries
invites you to participate in this
blessed opportunity.
As
Kingdom
Investors
(concerned citizens), TCOH seeks
your support in rebuilding the
African-American community in
Mississippi and requests a one-time
charitable and tax deductible dona
tion of $84 (coverage for

7-years), which comes out to just
$1.00 a month or send whatever
you can. Your contribution will
enable Total Change of Heart Min
istries to sustain children and adult
ministries. TCOH will also be able
to
develop
housing,
educational, and medical facilities.
With your endowment, TCOH will
continue to nurture hearts and
touch lives.
God created the world within
seven days, imagine what can be
accomplished through his children
in seven years! Jesus said, “Blessed
are the Pure in Heart: for they shall
see God.” (KJV - Matthew 5:8).
Become
a
part
of
this
crusade and bless others TODAY.
Please make your donation @
www.TotalCh,angeOfHeart.org by
credit card, or mail your check or
money order to: Total Change Of
Heart Ministries @ P.O. Box 205
Ashland, Mississippi, 38603.
Total
Change
of
Heart
Ministries (TCOH), is a Christian
nonprofit organization that is part

nering with local ministries and
organizations to empower AfricanAmericans in Mississippi and move
them towards greatness by pro
claiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ
and promoting Holiness (obedience
to God).
Serving the Lord for eight
years, Total Change of Heart Min
istries, led by Pastor Sherwyft
Thomas, has proven that anyone
can make a difference. This anoint
ed ministry is a true testament to
the power of faith. Total Change of
Heart Ministries is fighting for lost
souls and leading them to God with
messages of hope, healing, prayer,
and deliverance. Their passion and
dedication is witnessed through
bible teachings, community out
reach, and gospel music. Total
Change Of Heart Ministries has a
wide-reaching evangelistic fellow
ship and has been instrumental in
educating and inspiring others.

A Piwi Fellowship For Senior Pastor's Wives and Wid®^
Saturday, April
Location-. The Historic Royal Theater, 1011 22naStreet South, St. Petersburg, fl ...—J
Please RSVP by calling (727) 368-3764
ALU>w us the privilege of pouriug

oat our hearts to <Zod ow your bekfll.f,fls we encourage you to watte tw t-Ks grace

CHURCH DIRECTORY
GOOD
SAMARITAN
BAPTIST
CHURCH

955 - 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712

1820 - 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 821-3265

Phone: 894-4311
www.mzprogressive.org
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Reverend Larry R. Williams, Sr.

Sai iy t John Wnitlve Baptist Church
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor
Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box'1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 am - 1:30 pm
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com
Scheduled Services:

Worship Service: 8:00 a.m. • 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday, Prayer Meeting: 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Bible Study: 8:00-9:00 p.m. ’

Pastor Louis M.
Murphy, Sr.

(Adult and Youth)

None

Are you a

Sabbath Observer?
Looking for

Is

a good chinch with a Pentecostal atmosphere.
Well.Come to the House of God.

Perfect
But
The
Father!

The House of God
Wednesday 7:30 p.m.
Bible Study

BISHOP JOHNNY
WILLIAMS and wife, LADY
CALQUETTA WILLIAMS
Daughters of Zion Women's Ministry ■
Sabbath Every Friday 7:30 p.m.

Mondays - 7:30 RM.
Praise & Worship Joy Night

Sabbath Morning 10:30 a.m.

Sabbath School

Sabbath Evening 1:30 p.m.

Praise & Worship Service

Sunday Available for Service

Church: 813-248-1907

Pastor Johnny L. Williams, Jr.

3403IN. 34th Street

bishopwilllamstampa@hotmall.com

Tampa, FL 33605

First Baptist Institutional Church
Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL

3144

Phone:323-7518
Rev. Wayne

G.

P-

Sunday School..................................................8:00a.m.
Worship Service ................................... .9:00 a.m.
Wednesday, Prayer Meeting . .6:30-7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Bible Study .......... 7:00-8:00 p.m.

Greater St. Paul Missionary
Baptist Church

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”

Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

Bethel African Methodist Episcopal
' Church

532 33rd Street S. • St. Petersburg, FL

Sunday School

................................................ 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship

11:00 a.m.

Evening Worship .... 6 p.m.
Baptist Training Union 5 p.m.
Tuesday Night
General Bible Study
Thursday Night Prayer Meeting
& Teachers Meeting

Rev. Clyde Williams

We welcome you at all times.

Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr.,
Early Morning
8:00 am
Senior Pastor
Church School
9:45 am
Mid-Moming
11:00 am
Mid-week Family Night Bible Study
7:00 pm

Rev. Jimmie B. Keel, pastor
"We're Busy as Bees - But Sweet As Honey"

912 Third Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: 727-822-2089
Church School

.....................................

................................... 9:00 A.M.

New Member Class.................................................................. 9:00 A.M.
MorningWorship.................................................................. .. ,10:30A.M.
Prayer / Bible Study .

........................................Tuesday 7:00 RM.

Youth Bible Study...............................................

Thursday 6:00 RM.

Mount Olive AME Church — Tampa

OrdainedMissionary
Johnnie Mae Howard
Cad: 727 895-5239

"The Church With A Vision"
1747 West LaSalle Street Tampa, FL
813-254-5045

Thompson, Pastor
- Sunday (Churjch) School...................... ...........

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship - 11:00 a.m.

Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

ft Woman ftfter

Spiritually Connected

Qods
Own Heart...

Cadfor “Prayers ey
'Testimonies

Sunday Worship....................................................
Reverend and
Lady James C.
Givens Pastor'

First. Sunday Worship.............................. 7:45 a.m. and 11 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ..................................
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BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

L. P. Davis
Memorial Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240

E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com
www.bmmbc.org
Sunday Worship Services
Sunday School
•
Prayer Meeting (Wednesday)
Bible Study

2700 5th Ave. So., St.
Petersburg, Fla.

|

Early Morning Worship ......................................... 7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ....................... ........... ..9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .......... ............ .......................... 11:00 a.m.
Monday - Bible Study ......................................... .6:00 p.m.
Wednesday
Vintage Bible Study .............:.. .11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Prayer Service ............................................ ............. 6:00 p.m.
Mid-Week Service ......................... ........................ 7:00 p.m.
All Male Bible Study, Thursday ...................6:30 p.m.

Pastor
I

Sunday School............ ................................ .. .9:30am
Morning Worship...........................11:00am
Evening Service............................................... 6:00pm

Rev. Rickey L. Houston

Prayer Meeting, Bible Study
JCefu

’l

919 - 20th Street S„ St. Petersburg, FL 33712
email: mchurchl @tampabay.rr.com
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org

Rev. Darrel Davis, Sr.

8:00 am • 11:00 am
9:30 am
7:00 pm
7:30 pm

“God’s House In The City”

Greater Mt. Zion African Methodist
Episcopal Church

Cominutnitr Oftuxlf

Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday • 8:30 a.m.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry

727-327-2009

"The church with a heart in the heart of the city"

Need a tape of a service or transportation - Dial 894-1393

Lakeview Presbyterian Church

Wisdom School 9:50 AM • Morning Worship 10:30 AM
Bible Study Fellowship 6:30 PM (Wed.)
.

Associate Pastor
Finance Ministry...................... ..........................................................: James Robinson
Children & Youth Ministry . ................. .. . .'........................ ..
Joyce Robinson
Clerk Ministry . ................................................... .................................Wyvonnia McGee
"A Church With Passion for God and Compassion for People'*

Pentecostal Teirfple Cl?urclt of God ip Christ

r i

Rev, Clarence Williams,
Pastor

Wednesday..........7:30pm

The Reverend Don A. Gaskin, Pastor
P.O. Box 15935 • St. Petersburg, FL 33733

The Reverend Aaron V. Gaskin......................................... ..

o

Stewart-Isom Memorial
Christian
Methodist
Episcopal Church
1820 Walton Street S.
St. Pete, FL 33712
(813) 327-0593
Rev. A. Anthony Robinson III

1310 22nd Avenue South - St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 822-0784
Sunday Worship - 10:30am

(Nursery Provided)

Sunday School (Adults and Children) - 9:30am
Sunday Choir - 9:30am
Gospel Choir - Mondays 6pm
Bible Study - Wednesdays 6pm

Rev. Todd and Ceska Sutton

Home of Operation Attack

"Doing justice, loving kindness, and.walking humbly with our God."

2230 - 22nd Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Sunday School; 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship: 11:00 a.m.

(727) 894-6764 • (727) 865-1520

10th Street Church Of God

Bible Study: Thursday, 7:00 p.m.

207 - 10th Street North • St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Phillipians 3:14 “I press towards the mark for the

(727) 898-9407

Elder William E. Anderson, Pastor

I Morning Glory
1 Sunday School

9:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
7:30 p/n..
5:45 a.m.

Sunday

1 Morning Worship
’ Prayer & Bible Study
1 Intercessory Prayer

Wednesday
Saturday

working togetherfor the upbuthfong ofQocTs kingdom”

prize of the high calling of God in'Christ Jesus”
Sunday School........................ .............................. 9:30 a.ih*
Morning Worship...................
11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer..................................... 6:30p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study .......................7:30 p.m.

Friendship

Missionary Baptist
Church

3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300

Macedonia Freewill Baptist
C hu rch
Elder: Tony Smith
900 - 16th Avenue South • St Petersburg, Florida 33705
Office (727) 895-4900 • Fax (727) 895-4990
Pastor (727) 895-2119

Sunday Morning Service 8:00 a.m. • Sunday Mid-Morning 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

www.fmbctheship.org

The chyrch where what God’s word teaches,
is practiced!

Rev. Ronald L. Bell, Pastor

Dr. John A. Evans,

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL

Pastor

Sunday................ 7:45 AM and 11 AM Worship
Sunday School..... ........................ ......... .9:30 AM
Wednesday.............. Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 PM Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday.__ ____ ___ 7 PM Youth Enrichment
"Serving and Saving," “Helping and Healing,"
"Inspiring and Instructing," "Praying and Praising."

Schedule of Services
Church School , ................... .9:30 a.m.
MorningWorship .............. 10:45a.m.
Baptist Training Union ...... ..
,5 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday ............. 9:30 a.m. & 7 p.m.
Rev. Brian K. Brown

Communion is observed quarterly the first Sunday after every 5th Sunday.

The Church Where Everyone- is Welcome

“One weekjrom church makes one weak.”

20th Street
Church Of
Christ

Queen Street
Church Of God In Christ

820 20th Street South
St. Pete, FL
Home: 896-8006

1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712

2550 9th Avenue S. • St. Petersburg, FL
Early Morning Worship..........;.......................7:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................
......29:30 a.m.
Morning Worship...................................
10:50 a.m.
Baptist Training Union...............
4:30 p.m.
Communion.................................................7:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study
Wednesdays............................................................................7:30 p.m.

Bro. Robert Smith

(727) 896-4356

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor
8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service
9:30 A.M. Sunday School
11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer
7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

Sunday Morning Bible Class.......... 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship................ 10:30 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday .......7:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship ....... .5:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class.............. 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class . . .7:00 p.m.

Rev. G. M. Curry

“The Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Dominion Worship Ministries
“Come Take Dominion Over Your Life Now”
Sunday

YPWW First and Third Sunday of
Each Month after Morning Service

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
2120 - 19th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL,33712
(727)896-5228

8am, 10am Morning Worship
1st & 3rd Sunday
5pm Evening Celebration

Monday

The Rock

of Jesus

Noonday Prayer
7pm Hour of Power Prayer

Sunday Services:

Missionary Baptist Church

ChurchSchool
Praise & Worship Service

Church School.............9:15 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: 10:00 a.m. - 10:15 a.m.
Praise and Worship: 10:15 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: 10:30 a.m.

9 am
10:30 am ;

Wednesday Services:
Midweek P.U.S.H. (Prayer Meeting/Bible
Study) ..
7 pm

Bible Study each Tuesday evening at 6:30 p.m.
Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Carlos Senior

Thursday

Pastor

Worship & Performing Arts Ministry

Pastor & Lady Doyle P. Scott, Sr.
Partners in Ministry

Dominion Worship Ministries
.

THE ROCK OF JESUS’ NEW LOCATION:

“One Body, One Spirit, One Hope”

3940 - 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Childs Park United Methodist Church)
Telephone #: (727) 327-0015 •Fax #: (727) 327-0021
Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Wednesday
Noonday Prayer
5:30-9:30pm
“Inside the Family”

Monday. Wednesday. Saturday
6am Prayer

4016 -12th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
727-321-8574- dwe.tripod.com

(formerly

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.

Pastor

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH
3200 Fifth Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 327-1373

Rev. Norris L. Martin, Sr.
Pastor

Early Morning Worship............................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School................ .-.........................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship.....................................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting..7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer Meeting............... .............. ............11:00 a.m.
“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

Place your
ad here

Place your ad here
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CLASSIFIED ADS...get results!
Advertise your next garage sale here • Call Today! to place your ad • (727) 896-2922
SflnL

^wriio/L

George E. Banks, M.D.

-CFS

Gynecology

Community Financial Services^ Inc..

5203 Central Avenue

Angela Bertihelot

St. Petersburg, FL 33710
...- -

Enrolling Now

Office:(727) 327-2966
Fax:(727) 321-5514

For 2006-2007

» Street South * P.O. Boat 15035 * St, Mwatogr, FL 33733

CRW 896-0300 Itee

Kindergarten - 8th Grade

• Fully Accredited curriculum
• Christian Environment
• Computer Classes
• Math, Reading & Writing Lab
• P.E., Music, & Art Classes
• Vegetarian Meals
• Before and After School Program
• Caring Staff
• Small class size

‘92 CADILLAC - Power Everything,
Runs Great! Blue int./white leather, A/C.
Paid $6,800 - STEAL AT $4,000!
52,000 mi. Call (727) 698-8021

Turning disabilities into capabilities

k:kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk
HOME CARE PROVIDER
Come join a Great Team! Seeking P/T positions
in St. Pete, Largo, Clearwater, Palm Harbor areas
to challenge and care for children with Dev.
Delay, Mentally Challenged, Autism, ADHD in
their homes. Exp. a must! Must have own
vehicle. Call (727) 535-3887 or fax resume to
(727) 539-6940 dfwp/EOE

821-6th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fl 33701
For Registration Packet, Call 727-823-1619
50 EMPLOYERS

WEBB'S BAIL BOND
‘JKan

f«

csrvs@tampabay.rr.cam

• Most Major Insurance Plans Accepted!
• New Patients Welcomed
* Office Hours By Appointment

“Educating The Head, The Heart, & The Hand”

“neat's

ltt« S9W©0

&

500+ JOB

OPENINGS!

RAYMOND JAMES
BRIGHT HOUSE NETWORKS

FREEDOM?”

BANK OF AMERICA

2500 9th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

BIC GRAPHIC

USA

TRADEWINDS BEACH RESORT

{727)895-3207

Newspaper
Carriers Needed

Boley Centers for
. Behavioral Health Care

COX.TARGET MEDIA

,24 Hours A Day
365 Days A Year

,

FLORIDA DEPT. OF CHILDREN & FAMILIES

No Experience Required

AMD MANY.MORE!

Will Train

Henry Webb - Bondsman

opportunities available.

JOB SHOP EXPERIENCE AND DRAWING AND

Please call our jobline or

PROGRAMMING EXPERIENCE A MUST. ABLE TO

visit our website for

DEVELOP PROCESSES TO MANUFACTURE
COMPLICATED PARTS, DEVELOP QUOTATIONS TO

an up-to-date'list of,
our openings. '
Jobline: (727) 821-4819 x8

THURSDAY, MARCH 30, 2006
9:00 - .1:00PM
LOCATION: shxhbbsgyxMNashjm- st
<5605 5™ AVENUE NOTH’

Road Ready Travel

For more information concerning this event contact: James Martin,
St. Petersburg Business Services Account Manager at (727) 329-1490 Ext. 114

(FL S.O.T.#ST35137)

Home Delivery
(Thursday only)

CNC MANUFACTURING ENGINEER

has employment

PRICE JOBS AND BE PROFICIENT AT COMPLICATED
BLUEPRINT INTERPRETATIONS. APPLY TO:

website:

H & S SWANSONS' TOOL CO.

www.boleycenters.org

9000 68TH STREET NORTH

Apply in Person:

PINELLAS PARK, FL 33782

2500 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Street S.,
St Petersburg

EOE/AA
WE ARE A DRUG AND SMOKE FREE WORKPLACE

“B.B.King”
“Golden Moon Casino”

USF

Philadelphia, MS
June 10-13,2006

ST.PETERSBURG

ONLY $315pp (Dbl. Occupancy)

Jste The
of
H#eIda
SwwMt
we <x«rtw to
sjnjw?
afttfeg te wr owig
ham rf tiisikistoS |.rtisseiBb
:tafefotais*O»&K:

bs

$280pp (w/o ticket)
DON’T WAIT!
Call Now! For Reservations: 813-964-1062

CNAs/HHAs

16214 N. Nebraska Avenue, Lutz, FL 33549

Sadll aid &i1li& P'rfetes
K2? SR itrararri
HH4

Visa, MasterCard, American Express accepted

s«fflcs»!

Lfffe

ch Aides §
[WTENbERq5
,/6
I >45 S. BetcheR Rd.

Cell: (727)515-8101

individually with students to identify and conceptualize news stories from an underrepresented community and engaging students one-on-one in
reporting and editing projects. A demonstrated ability to direct Students in producing high quality journalistic content that has its origins in the daily

FaOHy HUMU - Worths Par* rat
SLPaVrshuts
riii&nrms tar’ll I
ra i&t»«*$

Mass Communication and Society. An orientation toward interdisciplinary work with other areas of the university is highly desirable.

727-S2MW reran
TWs it swr qwrtoaiy to war*.
In toirrrijrrj I..* j^rrrotto -rthyrttwl

Direct Line: (727) 867-7946

Minimum Qualifications: M.A. in Journalism, Mass Communications, or related field and strong professional experience in reporting on racially
and ethnically diverse constituencies in urban neighborhoods, plus college-leveTteaching experience. Preferred Qualifications: Experience working

life stories of specific communities. Responsibilities: The individual hired will assume primary responsibility for our Neighborhood News Bureau, a
first of its Xind initiative where student staff write and report stories from the surrounding Midtown St. Petersburg community, for eventual publication

M tft Want W«S ..erihrf

ReaItor*

The Department of Journalism at the University of South Florida St. Petersburg welcomes applications for the position of Lecturer in Community
Journalism. This is a key position for the Department’s Neighborhood News Bureau, and has a proposed start date of August 2006.

RisUMt B»a - Se W; rat
ossmsu-saiRt

BARbARA HAMRich

CIearwater, FL 5 J 764

UNIVERSITY OF
SOUTH FLORIDA

i-lJiSjIKHS.lisS'feaiii
tr*jn*..arrd irons.

in mainstream news media. Additional teaching responsibilities include Public Affairs Reporting, Writing for the Mass Media, Beginning Reporting, or

To apply send a current c.v; a cover letter that details relevant experience and qualifications; and the names, addresses and telephone numbers of
three professional or academic references who may be contacted.
Application material should be sent to Chair, Lecturer in Community Journalism Search, Department of Journalism and Media Studies,
USF St. Petersburg, FCT 204,140 Seventh Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33701-5016. E-mailed applications will be accepted, and may be sent to:
mnickens@stpt.usf.edu. For fullest consideration, apply no later than March 31,2006.

Fax: (727) 867-7949
EmaiI.

blhamrich®aol.com

All documents and electronic communications received in connection with the search process will be subject to Florida’s public records laws. All
applications and meetings regarding these positions are open to the public. All positions are contingent upon funding. A review of the applications
will begin immediately and will continue until the position is filled. For more information about the department and USF St. Petersburg please visit
the following Web site: http://www.stpt.usf.edu/joumalism
USF is an Equal Opportunity / Affirmative Access institution. For disability accommodation, please contact (727) 873-1151/TDD (813) 974-1510
a minimum of five (5) working days in advance.

/L1RP
Kwey S.

;

Florida is looking for motivated volunteers to work
with members of their community!

MACHINISTS - NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY!
COMPANY WILL TRAIN.

Positions are available for Community Volunteers for Benefits Outreach.
Volunteers will work in the Tampa Bay area to do outreach and provide
assistance to grandparents raising grandchildren and adult caregivers. The Benefits
CheckUp program is dedicated to reaching and empowering eligible older persons
to receive the benefits to which they are entitled but are not now receiving.

Johnson

•7 RgAto®

Three "Roses" at Every Closing

;

Employer is located on bus route.
Drug Free Workplace.
Contact: Dave Langstaff @ 329-1490 Ext 113 Worknet Pinellas 624 1st Ave S., St

SELLER

BROKER

TRIPLE

ROSE

Types of assistance may include:
• Completing the Benefits CheckUp screening form;
• Reviewing the client’s Benefits CheckUp report and identifying possible

BUYER

REALTY

benefits' for them;
• Explaining the benefits and application process

Complete Real Estate Services or Referrals

Mordecai Walker, Broker
Phone 727-898-6543
Fax
727-550-0815

Ceil 727-4396567
E-Mail 3rosereafty@vertzon.net

231 Driftwood Road S.E.
St. Petersburg, FL33705

Bayline
Realty

We Sell HUD Properties / FHA-YA
www.baylinerealty.com
bayline2@yerizon.net

Joyce Green-Cooper
Realtor® '
1002N.MLK Avenue
Clearwater, FL 33755
Office: (727) 449-0455
Cell: (727) 204-6183
Fax:, (727) 447-5957

|g.

Affordable Housing
Residential
Comraerciai
Investment Properties

MLS

Pete, FL 33701

Or email resume to dlan2staff@w0rknetninellas.0rg

la

Qualified persons must have:
• An interest in Teaming about public and private benefits and services for
older individuals, especially grandparents raising grandchildren and adult
caregivers
'
• An ability to work cooperatively with social service staff and others
• An ability to speak up on behalf of older persons
• Good people skills
• Transportation
• No prior social service experience is required
• No computer skills required
Community Volunteers for Benefits Outreach will receive trainings in the
specifics of private and public benefit programs, working with clients, and
working with the Benefits CheckUp website and AARP orientation.
Local travel will be required. Mileage will be reimbursed.
Ifyou are interested, please, contact our AARP Consultant at (813) 348-0858
between 10:00 a.m. — 6:00 p.m. for an application

fflf
Ir

PICK OF THE WEEK!

DOG DAYS
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ST. PETERSBURG HISTORY
Memories Are Made Of This

Gibbs High School (Then)
By Rosalie Peck

with who he or she is, to grasp .the self
respect, self determination, and direction,
needed to forego the instant gratification
To my knowledge, narrative and or mentality that catapults some of our children
pictorial documentation of “our” school, the into lives of crime and drugs. We need this
school for black children during days of for ourselves, but our children need it more.
segregation, range from non-existent to rare.
My treasured copy of GHS yearbook
A few Gibbs High School yearbooks dating 1938 came through generosity of Mrs. Ophelia
back to 1938 have survived. Fortunately, Wilson, a friend, pioneer resident of St.
there are those among us, who “save things.” Petersburg, and member of this distinguished
I am a product of a mother who tucked away class. This account, will provoke memories
things. “This might just come in handy one of another time for some, perhaps many; and
of these days,” she said as she tucked things hopefully, interesting information for others.
away in drawers and boxes. My father, a
Rhunette McCoy, sister of (1946)
farmer, read Old Farmers Almanacs religiously, outstanding GHS athlete, Frederick Douglas
and saved seeds for future crops. From them, “John Bull” McCoy, was 1938 Miss Gibbs
I developed the ‘saving things habit’ that has High. Faculty member Phannye Ayer Ponder
followed me into adulthood and has reared was senior class sponsor. G.W. Perkins was
its head when it comes to books and other principle. G.V. Fugitt was superintendent.
things relative to the printed word.
The complete student roster reads like a
I have copies of Gibbs High School year “Who’s Who” of talented young people from
books from 1938 to 1947 that are cherished twelfth to seventh grade on the verge of their
possessions especially as I see the school and becoming, including: Dr. Ralph M. Wimbish,
community change. Every graduating class Chester James Jr., Oretha Brown Pope,
should think of itself as the best class, but I Thelma Keys, Roberta Childs, Loraine
must say the class of 1938 has to be a top Martin, Florence Blankumsee, Lorenzo
contender in the best class contest. The 1938 James, Pecola McGhee, Roosevelt Bennett,
Gibbs Gladiators are the focus of this article. Dorenza Bogans, James Keys, Willie Seay,
At the Weekly Challenger we believe it is John L. Reese, Doris Niblack, Ruth Lucas,
a good thing to keep black history alive and L.C. Howard, Ralph James, Rosa Lee Snell,
in the minds of all. Not for a week, a month, Inez Holloway, Williarp White, Opal Lewis,
but all the time. We are committed to presenting Kate Lois Scott, Prince Moon, Queen Esther
highlights and profiles of local citizens as Knight, Thelma Keys, Henry Dandy and
well as national and internationally known Theo Peck.
personalities. Black children need exposure
The faculty, in addition to Mr. Perkins;
to every positive source in order to know and Mrs. Ponder, were, P.A, Edwards,
who they are; What they are, why they are, Margaret Fitzgiles Williams (Hart), George
and what is expected of them. They need to A. Grogan, Corine M. Young, WA.Armwood,
be reminded of what they can become, based Elizabeth M. Jones, Ethel M. Moten, J.K.
on the'laid foundation of suffering, survival Neal, Mary O’Neal (Brown), Florence Williams,
and strength of character of those who have O.B. McLin, C.V. Glenn, HA. Augustine, W. R.
gone before them. They, after all, are the cradle Rogers and Eloise Perkins .
Negro history was part of the curriculum,
that holds our legacy.
History enlightens us to others, the world a program “based on facts drawn from
and ourselves. Historical knowledge affords experience of more than twenty years study
a sense of human-to-human connectedness by Dr. Carter G. Woodson, of things black
that can help a young man or woman, struggling people as a race thought, felt, attempted and
Executive Editor-

Gibbs High School (Now)
accomplished.” My early interest in history,
black history in particular, was further
influenced by my sister Theo’s scrapbooks
on the subject. Material was taken from the
Pittsburgh Courier and Chicago Defender,
integral to everyday life in the black community.
There was a “Fightin’ Gladiators football
team, and Boys’ basketball coached by
George Grogan. Girls’ basketball was coached
by Margaret Fitzgiles (Hart). Culturally there
were pl^ys, music, art, poetry, contests and
fun. But understood: the focus of parents and
faculty was education education education.
Senior class theme was “Spirit of Youth,”
•displayed in yearbook on an airplane in flight.
Senior prom was at the Manhattan Casino.
The theme: “An Evening With Venus,”
immortalized with feeling:
“Mellow moonlight rays fell upon the
Manhattan Casino. Strains of. sweet music
and laughter drifted out into the clear night
that unforgettable evening in May. This great
event was on the 27,1938, from nine o’clock
until one. As prom attendees entered an
assortment of colors and soft lights greeted
the eye.
That scene is almost indescribable for the
sheer beauty of it is exhausting. The pavilion
was uniquely decorated in the chosen class
colors of the year of blue and whiie. Senior
and junior lasses wore all the colors of the
rainbow and many of the darker shades. The
laddies wore formal and informal attire.
It seemed that everyone enjoyed dancing
to the strains of that sweet music. Venus was
certainly busy that night for couples were
continuously drifting out on the veranda for
a glimpse of the moon.
As the clock struck eleven everyone
became silent as the juniors presented the
seniors and their guests with a short program.
.At the hour of one, Venus again gathered
the couples together, but this time it was home.”
AGAIN ------ IT COULD HAPPEN
AGAIN—

Sickle Cell Dinner and *Jazz Extravaganza
o •
. •

Club 16’s 1948 Christmas party
at the Manhattan Casino

Fightin* Gladiators coached by Edwards and Grogan

e

(from front page)
DID YOU GROW UP ALONE
WHY SHOULD THEY ?

Protect Our Children. Maybe
They Wi 11 Become Leaders/'
Some Day

REED CHIROPRACTIC, P.L.L.C.
3651 42nd Ave. South, Suite C-104
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

Dr. Kelly M. Reed, Jr.

Ms. Patricia Williams, L.M.T.

CHIROPRACTIC AND ACUPUNCTURE
HEALTHCARE
MASSAGE THERAPY
AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENTS, SPORTS INJURIES,
MEDICARE AND MEDICAID
NEUROMUSCULAR & RELAXATION THERAPY
ACCEPTING AETNA & UNITED HF.ALTH CARE AND MOST
INSURANCE PLANS
ALL MAJOR CREDIT AND DEBIT CARPS ACCEPTED
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Made Exclusively for Badcock
Perfect Sleeper Stanhope Aire

Uai^ste Steep SiptaR
Evar Bewefapeft? Qaur
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Air + Memory Foam + Innerspring
Our Best Ever!!!
• Revolutionary Air Rest™ Technology
• Conforming Visco Memory Foam
• Famous Perfect Sleeper Support
• Customizable Comfort

Queen Set

Kina Set

*199995 $249995
compared to $2499 to $2999

Buy the Pair

King Capacity
Front Load Washer
and Dryer Set
with Pedestals

$81.80

$1798
Regular SI 879.80

SE 46AW/18EX

Washer 58999* * Dryer ^659^ • Pedestals $159.95 ea.

Digital Projection
HDTV
Philips 98/99WT

•16x9 Widescreen
•Integrated ATSC Tuner
•Progressive Scan

SWWlBfflB® 1SHW

•Parental Control

H

$

51” *159995
HOKE

60” $199995

FURNISHINGS CENTER

■ 50” DLP HDTV

2200 Martin Luther King Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida

,
j

'■ ■■S'

philips OOWT

•16x9 Widescreen
•Integrated ATSC Tuner
•Progressive Scan

50”$259995

727-822-3741
iRIO 75235 (value $?99.95)

* Subject to credit approval. This is o some as cash offer It balance on these purchases is paid in fell before ihe expiration of the 18 months promotional period and your Account is kept current, accrued Finance Charges will not be imposed on these purchases. If balance on these purchases is not paid in fell, Finance
Charges will be assessed from tire purchase dote ot the Standard Rate o! 23.9% APR. For Accounts not kept current, the Default Rate of 27.9% APR will Ire applied to all balances on yuui Account. Minimum Finance Charge $2.00. Certain teles apply to ttie allocation af payments and Finance Charyes on you
your promo
tionai purchase if you make more than one purchase on your Bodcock & more credit card Far limited time orfly. Calf 1-888-367-43 )0 or review your cardholder agreement for information

Publix Salad Blend............

ghISFREE

Spring Mix, American, European or Italian or Caesar Kit
or Hearts ol Romaine Salad, Fast and Convenient for
the Busy Lifestyle, 5 to 14-oz bag

*
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Boneless
Top Sirloin Steak
Publix Premium Certified Beef,
USDA Choice, Beef Loin, Any Size Package
(Maverick Ranch Top Sirloin Steak, Boneless,
USDA Select, NaturaLite, Beef Loin ... lb 7.09)
SAVE m»

Publix Deli
Family Combo Meal........... 8,99
Tfesh, F®rmsRaised

Mixed Tried Chicken, Choice of Two
16-oz Sides, Potato Salad, Slaw or Beans
and 1-pk. of 4-rolls, each

Cajun Seasoning ... lb 4.99)

t

*
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(With Lemon Herb, or
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I
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From the Publix Bakery, 16-oz loaf

;.'4

Ml

12-oz can (Uni i 11 wo deals on selected
advertised ysartettes,) (8-Pack Selected
Coca-Cola Products, 12-oz bot. ... 3/10.00)
Look for the "buy four 12pks, get 2 free
2ltrs" Coca-Cola coupon on in-store display.

12-Pack
Coors Light Beer.
Or Coors Original,
12-oz can or bot.

&
X
Prices effective Thursday, March 23 through Wednesday, March 29, 2006.
Only b the Following Counties: Hillsborough, Fimlbs, Pasco, Lake, Hernsndo, Ows, Sonte?,
Polk, Highlands arid Osceola. Prices not effective at Publix Sabor. Quantity Rights Ress-rved^
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Handmade in Our Bakery, Baked Fresh Throughout the Day,

12-Pack Sotected
Coca-Cola Products >

Hot pr Chilled, OneiRotisserie or 8-pc.

'
3
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Sourdough Round
French Bread............

www.pyblix.com/adi

8.3

